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IDC 101 COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

IDC. 101 A – THE AMERICAN FAMILY
MWF 8-8:50
Lisa Catron
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
The course aims at exploring how American families are represented in various mediums--from novels, movies, and television.  We will explore how region, ethnic heritage, and time period mold families in the United States and how particular mediums both reflect and shape our views of family.   Taking a cultural studies approach, we will work towards defining the modern American Family.  We will read literary texts including:  Amy Tan’s The Joy Luck Club, Norman McLean’s A River Runs Through It, Rudolfo Anaya’s Bless me, Ultima, and Daniel Woodrell’s Winter’s Bone.  We will view several movie interpretations of the books to explore how medium effects--either changes or reinforces--the authors’ views of family and our view of family.  In addition, we will watch episodes from iconic television series such as Leave it to Beaver, The Brady Bunch, The Cosby Show, The Simpsons, and current shows such as Family Guy and Modern Family in our search for the American family.  Students will write one short paper exploring a related concept of the course.  The extended research project will require students to choose a book, movie or television series not covered in class (in consultation with the instructor) and explore its representation of family using the concepts learned in class.  

IDC. 101 B – DOMESTICITY FROM ANTIQUITY TO CYBERSPACE
MWF 9-9:50
Renee Culver
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
An appreciation for the “gentle art of domesticity” has existed since the beginning of the family unit. Throughout its history, domesticity has gone in and out of fashion based on the political, religious, economic, and cultural issues of the day. In this class, students will examine the history of domesticity using the lenses of gender studies, economics, theology, literature, and journalism. They will read domestic texts from various periods, including the Greek and Roman age, the Medieval and Early Modern periods, the Victorian and Edwardian periods, and into the Modern age.  The course will culminate with a look at “new” permutations of the domestic life, including single parent (both male and female) households and the domestic life of childless couples and single adults.  We will then explore new ways of discussing homemaking as evidenced by the boom of the Domestic Blog online culture.

IDC. 101 C – CATHOLICISM IN MODERN LITERATURE
MWF 10-10:50
Jerry Salyer
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
From Georges Bernanos to Flannery O’Connor, there are many accomplished 20th Century writers who have added a theological dimension to their creations via the depiction of Catholicism. Some of the most compelling narratives of modern fiction have thereby emerged, with spiritual themes infusing complex plots.  After investigating the connection between each writer’s religious convictions and his or her work, we will then go on to examine the author’s interpretation of the Catholic tradition.  The historical context and geography of each excerpt or complete work will likewise be considered.  Together we will explore what Graham Greene has to say about social justice, ask J.R.R. Tolkien how to effectively preserve our fragile environment, and find out why Shusaku Endo’s reflections on cultural diversity are more relevant than ever.  Bringing various disciplines to bear, we will learn to see the study of such authors not as “homework” but as an existential adventure.

IDC. 101 CX – CONTEMPORARY KENTUCKY AUTHORS
MWF 10-10:50
Karen Morris
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
Focusing on a few of the fascinating and native contemporary Kentucky writers, the objective of this seminar will be to intrigue students with compelling works of fiction as well as environmentally relevant essays regarding the continual destruction of our beautiful state.  Works by Silas House, Wendell Berry, and Barbara Kingsolver, among others, will be studied and discussed.  This seminar is not to be missed by individuals who love fiction, Kentucky’s breathtaking landscape, and engaging discussions.  

IDC. 101 D – The Troubles in Northern Ireland
MWF 11-11:50
Amy Tudor
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
In this course, students will utilize interdisciplinary study in history, political science, photography, journalism, film studies, religion, and literature to better understand the conflict commonly known as “The Troubles” in Northern Ireland.  We will look at the complex roots of the conflict, its major players, the groups involved and their often conflicting motivations for violence, and the political events leading up the Easter Peace Accord of 1998. Students will also explore the challenges currently facing people in this region as they continue to work towards an end to sectarian hatred and violence.

IDC. 101 DX – ETHNOGRAPHY IN SOCIAL ACTION (Brown Scholars only)
MWF 11-11:50
Angela Scharfenberger
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
In this course we will learn about the ethnographic genre from two perspectives. We will read short excerpts from different styles of ethnographic writing, and analyze the different voices and motives. Then, we will gain experience in conducting a mini-ethnography. We will explore its various facets, such as interviewing, participant observation, and writing field notes. Students will practice each of these skills, and much of the discussion during the class will revolve around these direct experiences. Each student will pick an organization or group with whom to conduct ethnography, and will develop a central research question. Due to the nature of the class, each student will be required to spend at least ten contact hours with the group (it can be a group they are already involved in). They will then have assignments in writing interview questions, practicing interviews, participant observation, and in taking field notes. They will also be asked to do weekly reflective writing on each direct experience, as well as on the reading assignments. Students will have the opportunity to choose the subject of their research, but will be encouraged to consider an arts organization or group, a community group, or some other kind of non-profit organization. We will also discuss the scholarship on advocacy ethnography and/or ethnography and human rights. The final project will have two parts: 1) A five page reflective summary of the experience, including 3-5 academic sources, and 2) an article, video or other medium that will be useful to the organization with whom they work (e.g., an article for a local paper or their newsletter; a video that could be posted on their website, or a photography exhibit that could be displayed at the organization).

IDC. 101 E – MODES OF CONTEMPRORARY AMERICAN CHRISTIANITY
MWF 12-12:50
Mith Barnes
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
In this course, students will explore various modes of contemporary American Christianity, both mainstream denominations and more obscure variants. We will survey the development of each denomination we consider, examining how different historical and social pressures helped to shape different expressions of the core Christian message. We will investigate how the ideas and beliefs of each differentiate them from others, identifying both distinguishing characteristics and commonalities with other groups. We will also discuss the interaction of each group with other cultural issues like race, gender, ethics, and law. Using a case study model, we will seek to uncover the ethical reasoning of different forms of Christianity as applied to current social issues. The focus will be on applying analytical and logical thinking skills to understanding and critiquing each denomination as positive and ethical members of their larger Christian, social and secular communities.
Students will read articles, primary course materials and commentaries, as well as using media selections to help them gain understanding of the denominations we will study. Students will be expected visit a representative worship service from at least two of the denominations we encounter and write a short essay about each visit, as well as several brief ‘reaction’ papers and a final paper.

IDC. 101 EF THE SCIENCE OF MOVIES 
MW 12:00-1:15
Camille Olmstead
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
This course will identify the 10 different movies genres and how each has an enormous impact of American society and its landscape. Each film highlights the American experience and how this country is viewed around the world. The 10 genres are Western, Science Fiction, War, Crime/Gangster, Drama, Horror, Action, Comedy, Musicals and Adventure. For example, the war movie would involve themes including but not limited to sacrifice, valor and honor while the Western will deal with American egocentrism. Students would be required to write an essay discussing the value of each movie as it relates to the underlying themes. The class will also survey the seven different kinds of movie plots: man vs. man, man vs. God/religion, man vs. self; man vs. environment; man vs. nature, man vs. the supernatural and man vs. machines. The final project will be a compare/contrast paper that compares several different movies and discusses the films similar and divergent themes.

IDC. 101 F – CULTURES OF AMERICA 
MWF 1:00-1:50
Kerri Horine
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
This course will examine American culture through art, literature, music, film, memoir, and popular culture. Arranged thematically, the course will begin with the “New World or New Eden” concept. We will look at indigenous cultures and European documentation of flora and fauna. We will continue with the immigration experience, which explores many topics from Jacob Riis’s photographs to Mexican-American experience of today. Then we will take a look at Black culture as expressed through various forms from the Harlem Renaissance to the Blues to James Baldwin to bell hooks.  We will wrap up with Southern culture, from stereotype to documentary to literary presence. All of these units employ the literature of people speaking from their own points of view and creating works that express their experiences. Through these units we will notice common themes, like the importance of the home. We will also learn basic terminology for cultural studies.

IDC. 101 H - INTERFAITH SPIRITUALITY AND ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY 
MW 3-4:15
Jud Hendrix
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
The focus of this seminary will be to explore the spiritual resources and practices of different religious traditions in the cultivation of a personal environmental ethic and sustainable lifestyle.   Students will explore the theological worldview and practices of Christianity, Buddhism, Judaism and an indigenous earth based religion and apply that knowledge to a specific environmental issue (i.e. agriculture, pollution, sustainable energy).  Students will be required to study a specific religious tradition that is not their own and integrate its theological and practical resources into an environmental issues to which they have interest and passion.   

IDC. 101 HX – UNDERSTANDING THE OBESITY EPEDEMIC
MW 3-4:15
Chris Catt
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
The obesity problem in America has grown to epidemic proportions, to the extent that Michelle Obama has taken up this cause. Currently, sedentary lifestyle and obesity are the biggest threats to the health and welfare of Americans.   The average lifespan in America is going backwards for the first time in history. In this course we will investigate the problem from a bio-psycho-social perspective and come to understand the multidimensional factors contributing to the emerging healthcare crisis. Geography will also be included as we explore the health disparities in different regions of the country. Lastly, we’ll explore and propose solutions to reverse this disturbing trend in America. This course should be of interest to anyone planning to enter the healthcare field.

IDC. 101 J - EXPLORING LEADERSHIP IN THE 21ST CENTURY (Brown Scholars only)
MW 4:30-5:45
Hannah Clayborne
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
 Leadership is a complex and multifaceted concept that directly or indirectly impacts our lives on a daily basis. In this seminar, students will examine leadership from a historical and contemporary perspective; engage in discussions about specific leadership models such as the Social Change Model; analyze their perspectives and assumptions about leadership, and participate in several activities in the Louisville community. As a result of completing a comprehensive examination of leadership and participating in educational activities in the community, students should possess the requisite theoretical and pragmatic skills to effectively engage in leadership endeavors in a culturally diverse society.

IDC. 101 N – CRITICAL THINKING AND BEING HUMAN (Brown Scholars only)
TTh 8-9:15
Brian Barnes
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
Students will examine their daily lives with tools derived from the discipline of logic. Students will practice applying at least one critical thinking model to the world around them. We will explore the value of organized, rigorous, logical thinking for a variety of classroom and real-world applications. Each student will use logic-based tools to gain knowledge and perspective regarding one academic discipline of their choice while learning how to discover the logic within any discipline. Important philosophical questions will be considered along with the model, including questions of existence, the limits of knowledge, and strategies for reading text.

IDC. 101 NX - STORY-TELLING TO GRAPHIC NOVELS 
TTh 8-9:15
Gary Watson
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
Generations of peoples in all races and cultures have a rich history of storytelling used to acculturate and educate their offspring.  This course examines the current culture of storytelling through the genres of traditional story, digital storytelling, and graphic novels. Students will experience the writing and speaking skills of story telling, analyze multiple examples in each genre, produce storytelling media of their own, and write reflective and analytical pieces.
Twenty first century expectations of citizens and workers include the abilities to read and communicate at high levels, learn new skills, and be flexible.  A California document (which can be confirmed by professorial experience) states that“83% of college faculty say that the lack of analytical reading skills contributes to a students lack of success in a course.”  Faculty also say that “only about 1/3 of entering college students are sufficiently prepared for the two most frequently assigned writing tasks: analyzing information or arguments and synthesizing information from several sources.”(1)
The experiences of the teachers verify what a number of researchers have been discovering:  storytelling is crucial to child development, and helps to strengthen neural pathways that make learning of all kinds possible. Storytelling, once viewed by many educators as being a pleasant way to spend time at best, and a complete waste of time at worst, is now being recognized as a powerful tool that can help build literacy and critical thinking skills. (2)
1. Academic Literacy: A Statement of Competencies Expected of Students Entering California’s 
Public Colleges and Universities
2. http://www.nationalserviceresources.org/literacy-storytelling

IDC. 101 O – FOR THE LOVE OF WRITING: KENTUCKY WOMEN WRITERS
TTh 9:25-10:40
Bonnie Johnson
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
Kentucky Women Writers provides an overview of contemporary women engaged in the literary arts.
Poets, novelists, and creative non-fiction authors’ published works will be introduced and reviewed with consideration of the geographical context of the authors’ regional influences and how their writing is or is not affected by their environments. Participants potentially have access to readings by one or more of the authors.  Authors include poets Kelly Moffett, Kathleen Driskell, and Amy Tudor, novelists Barbara Kingsolver, Nancy Jensen, Crystal Wilkinson, and Sena Jeter Naslund.  Students learn basics and vocabulary of literary analysis and criticism.

IDC. 101 Q - HOLOCAUST: A STUDY OF HATE
TTh 12:15-1:30
Dan Penner
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
Course Description: The Holocaust will be investigated in detail and substance.  We will look at German culture and history and how it was a factor in its occurrence.  We will see how conditions in early 20th century Germany, as well as impacting world events, were major factors in the establishment of an environment that allowed Hitler and the Nazi Party to take over the government. Anti-Semitism will be explained and explored. Hitler will be a major topic . . . why and how he was able to convince the German people to accept his ideas and follow a path of hate and destruction. The role of the world during the Holocaust, including the United States, will be addressed.  Relevant to the Holocaust as well as events of today, we will examine the role of the bystander. The course will study, research and compare similar events of the past and present where man has been inhumane to man.  We will look at hate, and try to learn how we as individuals can help fight this cancer of society, and pass the message of acceptance to others.   There are other lessons one can learn from the study of the Holocaust relevant to events of today.  The class may very well change one's way of thinking and how one treats others in a diverse society.

IDC. 101 R – MUSIC IN LOUISVILLE 
TTh 3:05-4:20
A.T. Simpson
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
Music in Louisville is a Freshman Seminar designed for music-loving freshpersons who wish to be introduced to the wealth of musical offerings presented by professional, semi-professional, collegiate, and amateur arts organizations in the Kentucky-Indiana-Ohio region.  The aesthetic mission and vision of these groups are analyzed and discussed (in the context of their contributions to and importance for the community in which we live), along with selected examples of repertoire from the organizations’ 2010-2011 offerings.  As a principle component of class activities, live performances will be:
1) attended (individually, in small groups, and in all-class groupings)
2) discussed in class (in both pre-performance, introductory dialogues and in post-performance analytical evaluations) and
3 )previewed and reviewed (in the form of both informal and formal essays)
Students are, additionally, required to become ‘actively involved’ in some aspect of the ‘music scene’ in Louisville (either off-campus and/or on-campus).  The level and type of involvement can take many forms, including, but not limited to, performance, administrative, and volunteer components of the production of the artistic event at hand.

IDC. 101 S – LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT & THEORY FOR THE REAL WORLD (Brown Scholars only) 
TTh 3:05-4:20
Michael Strawser
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
The purpose of this course is to introduce the student to crucial issues related to the task of leadership. The course will include extensive readings, class discussion, written analysis, and case studies. A central goal of the course is to facilitate the student’s development as a leader and communicator. The course will explore the historical journey of leadership through an analysis of great historical leaders while building upon the foundation of leadership theory. There will be several practical leadership topics discussed including communicating as a leader, leading in a digital world, conflict resolution, ethical leadership, strategic planning, and value sharing. Students will briefly engage with concepts related to 21st century globalization and leading cross-culturally. By the end of the semester students will have crafted a personal philosophy of leadership and have a working knowledge of leadership theory and real-world principles that can be integrated into personal and professional experiences. 




IDC. 101 T – AGING AND THE FAMILY
TTh 4:30-5:45
Kara Dassel
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
This course is designed to provide students with an in-depth understanding of the older person within the family context. Interdisciplinary perspectives will be used to address how aging effects relationships with spouses/partners, siblings, adult children, and grandchildren. Specific topics that will be discussed include demographic trends and the family structure, aging and sexuality, intergenerational conflict, support systems, divorce/remarriage, widowhood, living arrangements, aging as a single adult, and grandparent/grandchild interactions. We will use research journal articles, class discussion groups, interviews, and other means to come to an in-depth understanding of this increasingly relevant issue.  








IDC. 200 COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

IDC. 200 D – LESSONS IN HUMANITY FROM AFRICAN-AMERICAN SPIRITUALS, JAZZ, BLUES, AND BEYOND
MWF 11-11:50
Dave Clark
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
The African-American Spiritual holds an important and often overlooked place in the development of American music. The Spiritual in essence is the seed of African-American musical genres.  Exploring the spirituals reveals many aspects about the development of these musical genres, particularly blues, jazz, soul, and R&B.  However, the lessons gained from the Spirituals in terms of commentary on the state of humanity are just as, if not more important than the musical ones. The African-American Spiritual teaches profound lessons in its musical, social, religious, political, and cultural revelations. These revelations are traced to other genres such as blues, jazz, gospel, soul, and avant-garde among others.  The characteristics of the genres are studied as to how they reflect and communicate the political, philosophical, social, and overall cultural beliefs of the people who created it.  
The notion that music is principally to be “enjoyed” is characteristic of Western culture, and much of the music we discuss has purposes far beyond enjoyment. It is music of great significance in understanding the state of humanity. This course will help you understand music as a cultural phenomenon, gain an appreciation for the African-American Spiritual and its progeny, and hopefully stimulate you to further investigate some aspect of music that you currently listen to.
After carefully exploring the musical, cultural, religious, political, and social aspects of the Spiritual, we then begin to ask questions of our other musical genres. Upon evaluating our musical practices today, would our African-American ancestors be encouraged by what they heard?  Would they be able to hear commentary on the human condition, perseverance of the human spirit, and an understanding of human kinship?  These questions and many others are explored through readings, musical recordings, film and spirited discussion.

IDC. 200 FG – PUBLIC HEALTH IN THE US: WHY PHYSICAL ACTIVITY IS OFTEN CONSIDERED THE “BEST BUY”
MW 1:30-2:45
Paul Loprinzi
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
The prevalence of numerous health co-morbidities, including obesity, hypertension, cardiovascular disease, stroke and cancer, continue to rise in the United States.  Physical activity is often considered the "best buy" in public health as, in addition to its influence on economic mobility, it is associated with a reduction in nearly all of these highly prevalent co-morbidities.  As a result, the primary purpose of this course is to provide students with the knowledge, skills, and resources that will enable them to effectively promote participation in physical activity in individuals, groups, and communities.  To accomplish this objective, a strong emphasis of this course will be placed on the examination of the relationship between physical activity and various health outcomes, including all-cause and coronary heart disease mortality, cerebrovascular disease and stroke, hypertension, hyperlipidemia, obesity, diabetes, osteoporosis, cancer, immune function, mental health and disability.  Additionally, methodological issues related to measuring physical activity, psycho-social determinants of physical activity, and theories and concepts from behavioral science research will be examined and applied to the task of promoting physical activity behavior in order to reduce the prevalence of co-morbidities in the United States. 


IDC. 200 H - SOUTHERN GOTHIC 
MW 3-4:15
John Schuler
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
This class will look at the cultural development of the southern United States through the eyes of the writers of the Southern Gothic Movement.  Much like its parent genre, Gothic Fiction, some of the themes present in Southern Gothic literature are unrequited love, repressed feelings and desires, and mental instability.  Unlike its parent, though, Southern Gothic avoids supernatural elements.  By studying the works of such writers as Eudora Welty, Flannery O’Connor, William Faulkner, and others the student will examine how the post-Civil War culture in the South developed.  Through research, discussion, workshops, and a final group project, students will learn to respond to literary texts, films, and plays.  

IDC. 200 KM – MAKING YOUR MARK: ENVISIONING AND IMPLEMENTING SOCIAL CHANGE IN THE US
M 6-8:30
Patrick Englert and Sarah Fromm
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
This course will immerse students in the exploration of social change within the United States.  Students will learn about historical and current elements related to change.  Students will be challenged to discern their passion in regards to a particular social issue related to (races, class, gender, and sexual orientation) and spend the semester working towards developing interventions and solutions.  By the end each student will make his or her mark on the community, leaving the course with a knowledge and skill set related to social justice within the United States.  

IDC. 200 LW - THE U.S. CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT
W 6-8:30
Ira Grupper
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
This course will, through readings, videos, music and discussions with veterans of the Movement (where possible,) try to convey the impact of one of the most important parts of U.S history. The crucial historical context for our discussions will include slavery, freedom and the unfolding possibilities of democracy in the United States. It also will survey the South—a region of the heart, the mind, and America—where democracy has been envisioned, embattled, won and lost with enormous consequences for humanity. We will trace these struggles from the wake of the American Revolution through the freedom movements of the twentieth century, to the aftermath of what has been called “The Reagan Revolution.”   We will concentrate, however, mostly on the modern movement, beginning with Rosa Parks and the Montgomery, Alabama bus boycott in the 1950’s, and thru the 1960’s freedom Rides, voter registration and other civil rights projects, and “Black Power.” We will discuss the assassination of Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., and its aftermath. We will examine the concepts of non-violence and self-defense, linking of civil rights for African Americans with other issues, domestic and international.  And we will talk about the present-date state of civil rights as well.

IDC. 200 N –THE FIRST AMENDMENT
TTh 8 – 9:15
Linda Raymond
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
The First Amendment to the U. S. Constitution protects five of Americans’ most precious freedoms, but it didn’t come with directions on how to resolve the conflicts they’ve posed through our history.  This class will look at the First Amendment in a variety of ways:  by experiencing firsthand the rights it protects; by exploring the amendment’s history; and by considering some of today’s legal and political struggles to balance First Amendment rights against each other and against other important priorities.  Students will research current conflicts over our freedoms and then lead class discussions on the issues they raise.  Students also write about First Amendment heroes and their own reactions to exercising their rights.  We’ll work to explore and challenge a wide range of views on each issue through reading and class discussion.   The class draws on history, philosophy, law, literature and current events around the world.  It requires students to exercise two of their most cherished rights and to reflect on their experience.  It emphasizes the importance of analyzing the values behind First Amendment differences.

IDC. 200 O – IMPACT OF TRAUMA ON DEVELOPMENT
TTh 9:25-10:40
Jennifer Sinski
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
This course will examine specific incidences of trauma and the effects they have on the learning process.   Students will explore current research on trauma and its impact on brain development as well as applications in the learning setting.   Many scientific studies indicate that trauma causes long term damage to portions of the brain that control learning and behavior, creating both learning and emotional disabilities.  Parents and educators must find the key to address individual children’s needs, and when many of these children have experienced both large and small scale traumas, a special understanding must help guide the curriculum.  Current education policy mandates achievement goals for all children regardless of a parent’s death, long term illness, physical/sexual abuse or other trauma that occurred in that child’s life.

IDC. 200 Q - MUSIC IN THE BLACK CHURCH 
TTh 12:15-1:30
A.T. Simpson
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
Music in the Black Church has been designed to study the history of, evolution of, variety in, and importance of music in today’s “Black”/African-American Church.   The “Black Church” has, undoubtedly, proven to be both a catalyst for social change in the United States and a constant center of social and political power in the African-American community.  Music in the “Black Church” has, since the formal church’s infancy—and, perhaps, even before--been a richly distinctive blend of traditional African music, American folk music, European classical music (as filtered through the American classical perspective) and, eventually, American ‘pop’ music traditions. This fascinating, hybrid musical style as proven to be at the core of both  a)the church’s power within the African-American community and b)the church’s ‘public persona’ in the society-at-large.   This course will study the music in the major denominations of the “Black Church” from musical, aesthetic, and socio-cultural viewpoints.  No previous preparation or knowledge of music is expected or required for this class.  While the general class procedure will follow a vestigial lecture and discussion format, we will proceed in a manner that involves less memorization and more critical thinking and writing, less lecturing and note taking, more interaction and discussion [thus aiming to] encourage participatory learning through the interchange of ideas between students and professors and among students themselves.
Required texts will be supplemented by outside readings, listening/viewing assignments, and church/‘concert’ attendance.




IDC. 200 VR - DEATH AND DYING
Th 6-8:30
JoAnne Morris
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
Who hasn't been touched by death at some point, even if only at a distance?  Whether the death of a loved one, friend, or companion animal, no one is immune to the reality of death.  Since death is a universal human experience, it seems incredible that the topic of death has received little attention in the U.S. until recently.  The rise of the Hospice movement in recent decades has called attention to this once taboo subject, and the emerging field of thanatology, the study of death and dying, is making the subject available to academic inquiry.  This course will examine death and dying in American society through the lenses of philosophy, sociology, psychology, and literary studies.  We will look at death and the dying process both in terms of individual experience and in terms of family, medical, legal, and religious systems.  In addition to readings assigned from the textbook, we will also explore responses to the subject of death expressed in film and literature.  Teaching methods include class discussion, group work, structured reflection, and guided research.  The course also includes a substantial experiential learning dimension with frequent presentations by subject area specialists and on-site visitation where possible.  By acknowledging what lies ahead of all of us, we can better prepare for the inevitable and make our time now richer and more meaningful.  



IDC. 301 COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
IDC. 301 D – HOMER’S ILLIAD & ODYSSEY: GODS, HEROES & HUMAN BEINGS		
MWF 11-11:50
Evanthia Speliotis
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
This course is intended to introduce the student to the ethos, culture, and values of the people of Ancient Greece by looking at Homer's presentation of the Greeks and the gods in the Iliad and the Odyssey.  Hesiod claims that the end of the Trojan War signaled the death of the hero and the birth of a new era and a new ideal for human beings.  Is he correct?  To tackle and evaluate this question, we will be considering the following:
(a)	What is the “ideal human” (or hero) like in the Trojan War era?  What is the “ideal human” like in the post-Trojan War era?  
(b)	What role do the gods play in human life in the Iliad? In the Odyssey?
(c)	Is there a relationship between the role of the gods and the “ideal human” type?
(d)	Finally, what does our examination of the “ideal human” type during and after the Trojan War teach us about Ancient Greek society?  Does it teach us anything about ourselves and our own society?  
The class is based on a close textual reading of Homer’s Iliad and Odyssey, supplemented by class discussion, and a variety of writing assignments aimed at developing students’ critical thinking and writing skills and, ultimately, enhancing and developing students’ appreciation and understanding of the texts and the issues (cultural, historical, moral) embodied in them.

IDC. 301 F – MUSIC IN AFRICAN LIFE		
MWF 12-12:50
Angela Scharfenberger
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
This course is primarily intended to be a survey course of music performance in sub-Saharan Africa. It will introduce students to common characteristics in three broad regions: West, South, and East, while also looking more closely at local variations. Through the use of video and other media we will explore both the cultural and musical aesthetics of various genres. Further, the course will broadly explore key issues in the study of African music today, including music and nationalism, the discourse of modern vs. traditional, gender roles, and the role of globalization and colonialism in cultural practices. Through the Experiencing Culture texts (Stone 2004 and Barz 2004) we will explore hands-on activities for understanding music of another culture. We will also have ‘performance days’ dedicated to hands-on experiences with Ghanaian drumming, Zimbabwean marimba, Zimbabwean mbira, and Cote d’Ivoirian drums. Students will be encouraged to learn in both experiential and academic worlds, and will be asked to bridge these through journal writing. The final project for the class will be an in-depth exploration of a musician, genre, or theme; students will be encouraged to use an alternate format for this project, such as a video or CD with liner notes, a museum exhibit, or performance (or they can write a traditional research paper). In all formats, students will be expected to use at least five academic sources.

IDC. 301 FG – EAST AFRICAN CULTURE & WILDLIFE
MW 1:30 - 2:45
Melody Carriere
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
In this course we will learn about the culture, geography and wildlife of eastern Africa.  We will examine the history of conservation and explore Western versus non-Western approaches toward change in Africa.  Tribal customs and languages will be a subject of this course and how these customs are threatened or changed by urbanization, globalization, and tourism. Students will learn about how colonialism has affected land distribution, study the current status of pastoral life and nomadic tribes, and discuss the tourism industry’s impact on the East African people and its wildlife.
The course will also examine elements of conservation in Africa that are often overlooked such as the economic, social, and cultural ramifications of wildlife protection.  This course will take a cultural rather than scientific emphasis on wildlife because political factors are often ignored in discussions of wildlife conservation.  In fact, political factors can be as weighty as ecological factors since the people of Africa must coexist with the wildlife.  Some topics that will be discussed in this class are ethical ones; for example, how to reconcile encroachment on animal habitat with the need for a livelihood such as farming and grazing.  Are farmers justified in eradicating predators that threaten their livestock?  Should the Maasai be forced off park land?  Is elephant culling a necessary measure?  How is tourism benefiting wildlife, and how is it harming it?  Does money generated from tourism support the people of Eastern Africa?  As most of Africa is a post-colonial society, the previous control of the Western culture along with its current influence on wildlife conservation efforts and indigenous cultures in the broader sense are also topics that will be addressed.  

IDC. 301 H – LOVERS, TIGERS & FIGHTERS, OH MY! CHINESE FILM
MW 3-4:15
Christine Hutchins
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
Lovers, Tigers, and Fighters, Oh My! Chinese Film is an introduction to world literature around the turn of the 20th century in China. There is a focus on the Fifth Generation of Beijing Film School graduates; as well as the beginnings of martial arts films to Golden Age of Martial Arts and current Chinese classics. Particular emphasis is placed on the geographical, historical and cultural contexts in which these films are both set and produced. Students will be exposed to some basic film theory; therefore our analysis will include the study of some film techniques.

IDC. 301 J – CONTESTED SPACES & THE CITY
MW 4:30-5:45
Tim Sullivan
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
From the earliest cities to the cores of contemporary cities dense urban settlement is usually interspersed by open spaces such as squares, plazas, parks, and cemeteries.  These spaces are frequently constructed by centralized authorities with specific purposes in mind. These purposes are in turn often subsequently contested by the populations that use these spaces, not only through active protests such as those recently noted in the “Arab Spring” uprisings in the Middle East, but also through passive and enduring uses that contradict the intended purpose and meaning of these spaces.  
This course considers how the ideologies of the ruling elite are materialized in the construction of public spaces, and how these ideologies are challenged or transformed through the use of these spaces by the public. We will consider prehistoric examples from ancient South America, Mesoamerica, and Asia, as well as contemporary examples from across the world.  Some of the transformations of the meaning of public space can be interpreted as conscious resistance (e.g. protests and occupations). More frequently, these transformations result from contradictions between the goals and ideologies of the powerful and the daily practices of the population as a whole.  The meanings of open urban spaces are continually transformed throughout the occupation of cities, and this transformation continues into their abandonment through the actions of a wide variety of human agents, both local and foreign.  Through this course students will gain a better understanding of the dynamics of public spaces in cities throughout the world and correspondingly a better understanding of similarities and differences in the social mechanics of cities across the world and through time.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
IDC. 301 KV – NATURAL HISTORY OF BELIZE: TROPICAL AND CULTURAL DIVERSITY*		
MTh 8 – 8:45 (01/05/12 through 03/15/12)
Steve Wilt
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
This course will examine Mayan/Belizean history, Belizean music, Belizean culture, Belizean/Central American economics and politics and coral reef ecology. 
*Includes required trip to Belize over spring break – cost of trip extra.   Registrants must make first deposits by December 1st, 2011 and have valid passports by February 29th, 2012.   
Students must also register for BIOL 228 01 Natural History of Belize: Tropical and Cultural Diversity: Field Studies Cost of trip, $2500

IDC. 301 LW - SERVING IN TIME OF NEED	
W 6-8:30
Vitalis Lanshima
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
This course is based on the premise that, we all as human beings have an immense capacity to do great things. The course will attempt to expose students to a wide range of remarkable individuals that contribute their gifts of time, things, skills, and ideas which have proven to be as effective and valuable as contributions of money. The course will explore the extraordinary and innovative efforts made by individuals and organizations to solve social problems, save lives, and affect social justice. This course will culminate in challenging each student to identify needs from local non-profit organizations serving immigrants, and foreign charity organizations, and devise strategies to meet those needs. 
In preparation for a research case study and presentation, students will reflect on their values and Catholic social teachings,  interview individuals who lead social ventures and/or those who volunteer to serve immigrants and internationally.  Lectures, field visits, media, video conferences with foreign charitable organizations, and presentations will be provided throughout the course to introduce concepts, inspire, and expand student thinking about relevant global issues.
The proposition underlying this course is that individuals who are motivated to promote social justice may realize more options to help meet the United Nation’s Millennium Development Goal One, to reduce poverty and hunger by 2015. Community service and service learning will be stressed in this course, and the subject of social entrepreneurship will be explored at two levels. We will examine specific, practical approaches to planning and executing social ventures no matter how small, paying close attention to the history, politics, beliefs, and values of the individuals served to help us appreciate their culture, and enhance the learning outcome. This class provides Bellarmine students and the community the opportunity to effect positive social change!

IDC. 301 LX – LATIN AMERICAN CULTURE	
W 6-8:30
Cathy Sutton
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
Latin American fiction of the twentieth century exists within historical contexts of political and social change.  The century that brought most Latin American countries revolutions and social upheaval, a group of writers, beginning in the 1960’s, forged a new fictional voice which expressed a fresh and distinctive Latin American type of fiction. Known collectively as the writers of the “Boom,” these masterful authors created some of the most distinctive works of the twentieth century.  
The class will focus on the relationship between history, society, social geography, and fiction through major works by writers from Mexico, Columbia, Peru, Argentina, and other major countries.  Alternating between essays on modern Latin American history and a five or six major novels pertaining to the history and culture of a particular county, students will achieve an introductory knowledge of Latin American history and culture. Students will also have the opportunity to gain a solid introduction to of the major, most original works written in any language during the latter half of the 20th century.  
The major student research assignment will engage students in a focused study of the social geography of one of the areas of the Amazon basin.  As a follow-up to the study of the Mario Vargas Llosa novel, The Storyteller, which focuses on an indigenous people of Peru, the research assignment will require students to research and create a thesis regarding one of the questions about native Amazonian people.  See section below for more details about his part of the course.

IDC. 301 R – FREEDOM MOVEMENTS IN THE U.S AND SOUTH AFRICA (Brown Scholars only)*
TTh 1:40 – 2:45
Matisa Wilbon 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
In this course, we will examine grassroots organizing in the context of two of the most important movements to challenge institutionalized racism-the civil rights movement in the U.S. and the anti-apartheid movement in S. Africa.  We will examine the nature of institutionalized racism and the identities in each society; the use of geography and space as a means of inclusion or exclusion, the leadership produced by both movements; the functioning of both movements at a grassroots level; and, the use of culture-poetry and music in each movement.  We will culminate this course with a three-week field study at Nelson Mandela University in South Africa where we will experience first-hand the change that has occurred post-apartheid.  We will rely on scholarly readings, memoirs, auto/biographies, music, film, and guest speakers to help us explore both of these movements.   
*Optional trip to South Africa in summer 2012 – cost of trip extra.

IDC. 301 UT – MICRO-LENDING: AN ANSWER TO POVERTY? THE BELIZEAN EXPERIENCE*
T 6 – 8:30
Melanie Evans and Jay Carnes
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
This class is unique.  We will be exploring the concept of micro-lending as a tool to eradicate poverty.  In addition, we will explore the country of Belize, its history, government, economy, people and culture.  Our study of and travel to Belize will act as a case study of micro-lending practices and possibilities.  We will explore issues of social justice and our role in improving the human condition through acts of service, personal choices, and successful partnerships with local civic groups and participation in institutions.   *This course has a required field experience in Belize over Spring Break.  A lab fee (approx $1,500) is required to cover travel expenses.
Instructor permission is required for registration.  Max class size of 15 students.  




IDC. 401 COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
IDC. 401 EF - PLANNING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT		
MW 12-1:15
Edgardo Mansilla
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
Using theories from the behavioral and social sciences, this course will provide students with a basic theoretical, methodological, value, and skill base in social planning within a context of community development, organization and advocacy.  Methods of helping population groups develop and gain meaningful participation in community decision-making processes will be explored.  Processes of planning and community development will be analyzed with particular emphasis on the role and influence of the political economic process on social priority determination, and policy and resource development.  The course will stress the importance of moral and ethical approaches, Catholic social and economic justice considerations, and values as central features of social planning and development.

IDC. 401 EX – LEADING AN INTEGRATED LIFE		
MW 12-1:15
Don Crist
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
This course would blend two parallel emphases.  1) Coming to an understanding of Catholic Social Justice Issues 2) Discerning a sense of Call within each individual student.  The sessions would be undergirded by a concern for developing and practicing an integrated life in which social justice is a fundamental part of one’s life work and calling. The class would develop skills in group work as a method of addressing both of the above emphases.   
Catholic Social Justice Issues would be examined using a text such as Catholic Social Thought by J. Milburn Thompson with an eye toward discovering which of the issues speak most clearly to the student.  Paralleling this intellectual pursuit would be an interior, spiritual journey utilizing both personal reflection and group dynamics to discover how each student’s call is emerging.  The group method would be informed by the Quaker concept of “clearness committees” and/or Parker Palmer’s “circles of trust.”  These groups would be supplemented by class lecture, guests, and media.  
The student would also be asked to maintain a regular journal with the focus being a record of the unfolding of their personal sense of call. A major paper would be required in which students would identify and come to understand more clearly the life, call, and style of a model or “hero figure” who has given of herself/himself in the pursuit of the particular social justice concern that most captivates the student.  

IDC. 401 FG - INTEGRAL APPROACHES TO SOCIAL CHANGE  
MW 1:30-2:45
Jud Hendrix
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
The focus of this seminary will be to creatively address the critical issues of our contemporary society from an integral and holistic perspective, utilizing the resources of the mind, body, soul and spirit in self, community, and nature.    A goal of this seminar is to develop both a holistic and critical understanding of complex social issues and utilize integral solutions to address them. The seminar will incorporate a holistic and contemplative group process called Theory U, which invites students to lead from a place of personal transformation, deep listening and collective wisdom. The Metro Louisville area will be a primary context for the student’s reflection, discernment and engagement, but will also function as a local context for broader learning and global engagement. Leaders from a variety of local organizations and fields will provide us with personal stories and educated perspectives on the major and critical issues facing the Louisville area.

IDC. 401 H - AN INTERDISCIPLINARY HISTORY OF DEATH AND THE CORPSE 
MW 3-4:15
Amy Tudor
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
In this course, students will use interdisciplinary study in history, anthropology, photography, anatomy, theology, and literature to explore the changing cultural meanings of death and the human corpse. Students will first be introduced to the concept of liminality, the “space in between spaces,” and how this state creates our sacred and taboo cultural meanings surrounding death and human bodies across cultures.  Students will then explore this issue in such artifacts as the literary elegy form, historical and contemporary anatomical drawings, historical texts on war and funerary practices, and artistic and film representations that feature human bodies. Contemporary theological and political issues surrounding death and the human body—including the Right to Die controversy, the public display of Iraq and Afghanistan war dead, and the work of such organizations as Bellarmine’s St. Joseph of Arimathea Society—will also be explored, both in class and in the form of student research.  (Note:  This course is particularly appropriate for students in the Health Sciences.)

IDC. 401 KM - SOCIAL JUSTICE IN THE CITY l	
M 6-8:45
Dean Bucalos
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
The course will consist primarily of discussions in class, in-class participation and field experiences.   Student will be expected to complete all of the required readings in a timely manner, since they will be discussed on a regular basis and will form a basis for our field experiences.  Class attendance is of utmost importance.   The topics explored and examined will focus on critical issues confronting contemporary society, with an emphasis upon Louisville and Kentucky.  Among the topics we will explore are homelessness, environmental justice, restorative justice and the corrections system, health equity and housing. This class will include four field trips into the city of Louisville.  Students will not only see how geography, place and environment impacts particular social issues but also physically walk through areas that have been affected by homelessness, environmental toxins, housing discrimination and economic disinvestment.  Through group presentations, field experiences and outside readings, students will discover how  particular geographic areas  within the greater Louisville-Metro area and those living there are affected economically, politically, environmentally, physically and socially in radically different ways.  The readings will be from three selected textbooks as well as those recommended and suggested by whoever the class discussion leaders will be for a given topic.   The topics will be considered in the context of the principles and teachings of Catholic social justice.   One of the goals of this class is to seek solutions to these contemporary problems facing our culture today.  We will be introduced to the scope of these problems by experts in the field who will provide us not only with a background but also will show us areas in the city and beyond that are confronting these issues today.   The readings are designed to assist students in developing a wider, integrated understanding of the ideas, positions, values and perspectives of the topics being considered for discussion.
In this seminar, each participant is co-responsible for his or her learning as well as the learning of the other participants.  Consequently, each participant is at once teacher and student:  a teacher who contributes insights and shares information to assist others in developing a fuller understanding of the topics under discussion, and a student who learns from the contributions of others, from the readings, from independent research and from other educational experiences incorporated into the course.    

IDC. 401 LW - SENIOR SEMINAR	
W 6-8:30
Adam Bunnell	
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
The Senior Seminar is the capstone experience in the general education of a Bellarmine student. It has as its primary focus the development of students’ abilities to examine contemporary issues in a comprehensive and integrated way within a Catholic perspective and a liberal arts and sciences context. Seniors from various disciplines come together in small groups with a faculty member to reflect on critical issues facing contemporary society, such as racism, economic and social justice, environmental concerns, national and international crises, and ethical issues arising from developments in science, medicine and technology. Students are also expected to bring the knowledge and skills gained in their major field of study and their other general education courses to the seminar as appropriate.

IDC. 401 LX - SENIOR SEMINAR	
W 6-8:30
Isaac McDaniel	
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
The Senior Seminar is the capstone experience in the general education of a Bellarmine student. It has as its primary focus the development of students’ abilities to examine contemporary issues in a comprehensive and integrated way within a Catholic perspective and a liberal arts and sciences context. Seniors from various disciplines come together in small groups with a faculty member to reflect on critical issues facing contemporary society, such as racism, economic and social justice, environmental concerns, national and international crises, and ethical issues arising from developments in science, medicine and technology. Students are also expected to bring the knowledge and skills gained in their major field of study and their other general education courses to the seminar as appropriate.

IDC. 401 O – EXPLORING SOCIAL JUSTICE	
TTh 9:25 – 10:40
Brian Barnes
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
Students will explore a variety of ethical perspectives with the goal of understanding themselves and others in today’s multicultural world.  Each student will design his or her own semester project that combines practical, off-campus fieldwork with academic source material. Students will be encouraged to explore their own perspectives on everyday social justice concerns like poverty, racism, misogyny, and hunger. Practical exercises, intense discussions, moving and seated meditation, guest speakers, overt self-reflection, critical thinking models, and our own experience will be our tools.

IDC. 401 Q - SUSTAINABLE ACTION WORKSHOP		
TTh 12:13 – 1:30
Brian Barnes
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
With the guidance of the instructor, students will initiate and build sustainable systems using local sources of waste and materials. Students will learn to organize and initiate sustainable action plans in their community. Students will read text regarding and directly observe the environmental, social, ethical, and biological realities of the worldwide trash problem. Composting and its various constituent activities are presented as one sustainable solution to the issues surrounding trash. By following contemporary non-profit models, students will discover the urban agriculture movement, the sources of their food, learn the means to feed themselves anywhere, year-round, and begin to recognize and respond to the social justice issues surrounding food and a living planet. Students will operate and maintain a small, working, local trash-based composting and vermicomposting system at the Bellarmine Garden. This class will include speakers and trips off campus. There is a $20 course fee to cover building materials for each student and fees at off-campus activities.

IDC. 401 UT - FAITH, FEAR, AND FUNDAMENTALISM	
T 6-8:30
Fred Ehrman
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
In this course, students will engage religious, philosophical, literary, and sociological themes related to religious fundamentalism, a problematic term that eludes easy definitions.   Since it was coined by American Protestant evangelicals in the 1920s, the word has expanded its meaning to include radical conservatives or ideological purists in many spheres of activity, not all of them religious.  Modern applications of Fundamentalism include Islamist radicals in the Muslim world, the militant Israeli settlers who oppose them as well as Sikh, Hindu and even Buddhist nationalists who seek to justify their political agendas by reference to divine edicts or religious tradition.  Students will explore tensions between understanding fundamentalism as an expression of faith deeply rooted in tradition and as a reaction of fear in a climate of rapid social, political, and scientific change and uncertainty.  

IDC. 401 UX- THE GLOBAL ENVIRONMENT		
Tu 6-8:30
Valerie Timmons
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
Climate change, dwindling energy and food supplies, deforestation, exploding populations, and increasing poverty are major issues facing our planet, and these issues affect us all.  This course will explore these topics, and more, focusing a lot of attention on the solutions thereto.  Ultimately, this course is about the student and his/her reaction to the imminent dangers facing the Earth and its inhabitants.

IDC. 401 VR - SOCIAL JUSTICE IN THE CITY ll	
Th 6-8:30
Dean Bucalos
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
The course will consist primarily of discussions in class, in-class participation and field experiences.   Student will be expected to complete all of the required readings in a timely manner, since they will be discussed on a regular basis and will form a basis for our field experiences.  Class attendance is of utmost importance.   The topics explored and examined will focus on critical issues confronting contemporary society, with an emphasis upon Louisville and Kentucky.  Among the topics we will explore are hunger, the death penalty and corrections, disabilities, immigration, domestic abuse, and addiction.  The readings will be from three selected textbooks as well as those recommended and suggested by whoever the class discussion leaders will be for a given topic.   The topics will be considered in the context of the principles and teachings of Catholic social justice.   One of the goals of this class is to seek solutions to these contemporary problems facing our culture today.  We will be introduced to the scope of these problems by experts in the field who will provide us not only with a background but also will give us in-person encounters by visits to various sites in the city engaged in this issues.   The readings are designed to assist students in developing a wider, integrated understanding of the ideas, positions, values and perspectives of the topics being considered for discussion.
In this seminar, each participant is co-responsible for his or her learning as well as the learning of the other participants.  Consequently, each participant is at once teacher and student:  a teacher who contributes insights and shares information to assist others in developing a fuller understanding of the topics under discussion, and a student who learns from the contributions of others, from the readings, from independent research and from other educational experiences incorporated into the course.    



