GRE Prep Course Curriculum 

WEEK 1 

A) Review General Information Sheet/ GRE Bulletin

a. Collect any questions to which you do not know the answer and follow up next week.

B) Discuss Vocab 

a. Discuss Latin prefixes/roots and hand out packet

            C) Sentence Equivalence



a.    Structure of question



b.     Testing vocab/context/inferences


                        c.     Don't look at the answers

                        d.     Look at structure words 
                        e.      Try to come u with your own word and look for the closest word

             D) Don'ts

                         a.    Look for two words that mean the same thing

                         b.    Be too worried if your two words seem different

                         c.     Forget that you're looking for the same overall meaning in the  

sentence


E) Practice

                          a.    Easy—pg. 55, # 6-8

                          b.    Medium—pg. 62, # 6-8

                          c.    Hard—pg. 70, # 7-9

                          d.    Answers are on page 75

C) Homework: Download and investigate Powerprep II

D) Leader prep: 

WEEK 2 

A. Review Homework – Choose 3 or 4 that you believe to be the most challenging and discuss them.

B. Touch base regarding questions from last week

C. Discuss Vocab – Hit Parade Section 2 (pg. 130 – 134)

a. VOCAB HMWK for GROUP: Review/Highlight Hit Parade Section 2 

D. Discuss Analogies – (pg. 38) Review “What is an Analogy” and “The Basic Technique” (including POE)

a. Define one of the words in terms of the other word.

b. Do you have to make a sentence from left to right?

c. Review Common GRE relationships

c.i. Worksheet w/ extended list of relationships

d. Get more specific

e. Parts of Speech

e.i. Secondary meanings

f. What is I don’t know some of the words in the answer choices?

f.i. NOTE: If you can’t define a word, don’t eliminate it.

f.ii. NOTE: By definition, the words MUST have a CLEAR and NECESSARY relationship, so . . .

g. Immediately eliminate non-relationships

h. Working backward

E. Begin Sentence Completion – (pg. 54) Review “Our Approach to Sentence Completions” and “I Already Know How to Do These.”

a. How ETS writes a sentence completion question

a.i. You must be able to “defend” the answer choice.

a.ii. Every sentence has a clue!

b. The Clue – Look before you leap

b.i. The Basic Steps

b.i.1. Ignore the answer choices

b.i.2. Come up with your own word

b.i.3. Eliminate answer choices that don’t match your word

F. Homework: Do practive verbal for one hour, review all of Hit Parade Section 2, do e Do practive verbal for one hour, review all of Hit Parade Section 2, do exercises on pg. 136 – 137, and Easy Verbal Practice Set on pg. 370 – 372.

G. Leader Prep: Review practice verbal, review Hit Parade Section 2, review exercises on pg. 136 – 137, Easy Verbal Practice Set on pg. 370 – 372, review rest of Sentence Completion/Text Completion and Reading Comp (pg. 98).

WEEK 3 

A. Review Homework -  Choose 3 or 4 that you believe to be the most challenging and discuss them.

B. Touch base regarding questions from last week

C. Discuss Vocab -  Hit Parade Section (pg. 138 – 142).

a. VOCAB HMWK for GROUP: Review/Highlight Hit Parade Section 3

D. Resume discussion of Sentence Completion

a. Trigger Words

a.i. Change Direction

a.ii. Same Direction

b. Positive/Negative

c. Two blanks at a time

c.i. Concentrate on the blank for which you have a better clue; eliminate choices that don’t fit in it.

c.ii. Both words must fit; don’t be fooled by choices w/ 1 perfect word and one bad one.

d. Relationship between the blanks

E. Touch on Text Completions – pg. 72

F. Begin Reading Comprehension – (pg. 97) “Reading Comprehension on the Computer”

a. Types of passages

a.i. Science = hard facts, neutral

a.ii. General Science = soft science themes, w/ opinion

a.iii. Non-science = humanities/social studies = POV or compare several POVs

b. Methods for reading (find which one works best for you)

b.i. Read the questions first

b.ii. Read only the fist sentence of each paragraph.

b.iii. Read the first/last sentence of each paragraph.

b.iv. Skim

c. Specific Questions

c.i. Treasure hunt

c.ii. Look for the “lead word”

d. General questions

d.i. Use common sense, but not outside knowledge

d.ii. Avoid extreme statements

d.iii. Avoid direct repetitions

d.iv. Different part of the passage

d.v. Half wrong = all wrong

e. Line reference questions (pg. 109)

e.i. Look around the area of the line

f. Retrieval vs. Inference questions

f.i. For inference questions, ask yourself, “Is this statement most likely to be true, given what I know?”

g. Main Idea/Structure questions

g.i. General questions have general answers; eliminate anything too specific

h. Tone, attitude, style questions

h.i. Politically correct

h.ii. Respect for authors

h.iii. Eliminate anything too negative or too extreme

h.iv. No strong emotions

h.v. No lack of emotions

i. Least not/Except not questions

i.i. You’re looking for the choices that don’t seem to make sense

j. I, II, III questions

j.i. Find one that’s false and eliminate any answer choices that include it

j.ii. Find one that’s true and eliminate any answer choices that don’t include it.

G. Homework: Review all of Hit Parade Section 3; review exercises on pg. 144 – 145; Med. Verbal Practice Set on pg. 377 – 379; review Analytical Writing Indo on pg. 318 – 330 and 326 – 351 (you will not need to review pg. 300 – 308 with the students, but read it yourself so that you can integrate the info/answer questions)

WEEK 4 

A. Review homework – Choose 3 or 4 that you believe to be the most challenging and discuss them

B. Touch base regarding questions from last week

C. Discuss Vocab – Hit Parade Section 4 (pg. 146 – 149)

a. VOCAB HMWK for GROUP: Review/Highlight Hit Parade Section 4

D. Analytical Writing

a. Analysis of an Issue (pg. 318). Review the steps and “-What the Readers Are Looking For”

a.i. Choose the prompt (you get 2) that you feel like you can write the most/best about

a.ii. Decide whether you agree or disagree

a.iii. Write a 3.5 essay supporting you claim

a.iii.1. Grammar/mechanics are less important than clarity and strength of thesis and topic sentences

a.iv. Review the templates and discuss options

a.iv.1. Worksheet for this

a.v. Choose a sample issue and brainstorm until you feel you have a clear structure (as on pg. 329)

b. Analysis of an Argument (pg. 344). Review the steps and “What the Readers are Looking For”

(FLIP BACK TO PAGE 336 to review assumptions)

b.i. The Sampling Assumption

b.ii. The Analogy Assumption

b.iii. The Casual Assumption

(FLIP BACK TO PAGE 337 and find the assumptions in the example)

b.iv. Review the sample template (pg. 346)

b.iv.1. Review Variations 1 and 2 (pg. 348)

Homework: Review Hit Parade 4; read sample essays beginning on pg. 427, practice one of each of the essays, do Hard Verbal Practice Set (pg. 384 – 387)

