Summer 2010
IDC Course Descriptions
Summer I (three weeks - 05/09/11 through 05/06/11)
IDC 200 01: Italians in America
Melody Carriere
MTWTh 8:30 – 11:30 am
Course Description: This course will study the history of Italian immigration and the impact it has had on American culture.  By 1920 more than four million Italians had immigrated to the United States, bringing a much needed workforce to America’s cities.  For the immigrants, living in L’America proved to be both a blessing and a curse.  While they were often able to find work which was denied to them back home, they were subject to poor living conditions and discrimination from others as a result of their culture difference.  In this class we will examine several facets of the Italian American culture as it relates to American culture such as the advent of Little Italies, the Catholic religion, assimilation and Americanization, organized crime, and the treatment of immigrants during wartime.  Readings and film will include fiction and non-fiction accounts of the Italian American experience.

IDC 200 02: Bob Dylan’s America
David Mosley
MTWTh 11:45-2:45 pm
Course Description: Bob Dylan is often described as the voice of his generation, yet during his career of more than 40 years he has shown a deep ambivalence about such descriptions.  What can be said with certainty is that Bob Dylan has consistently expressed a sincere concern for America, through the critique of its politics, as a witness to its history, sometimes as prophet of its demise, and other times as visionary of its great promise.  This course will look in depth at Bob Dylan’s many versions of the United States.  Class sessions will include lecture, extensive listening, and discussion.  Evaluation will include two exams, a research paper, and a class presentation.  
IDC 301 01: Latin American Boom
Cathy Sutton
MTWTh 6:00 – 9:00 pm
Course Description: Latin American fiction of the twentieth century exists within historical contexts of political and social change.  The century that brought most Latin American countries revolutions and social upheaval, a group of writers, beginning in the 1960’s, forged a new fictional voice which expressed a fresh and distinctive Latin American type of fiction. Known collectively as the writers of the “Boom,” these masterful authors created some of the most distinctive works of the twentieth century. 

The class will focus on the relationship between history, society, social geography, and fiction through major works by writers from Mexico, Columbia, Peru, Argentina, and other major countries.  Alternating between essays on modern Latin American history major novels pertaining to the history and culture of a particular county, students will achieve an introductory knowledge of Latin American history and culture. Students will also have the opportunity to gain a solid introduction to of the major, most original works written in any language during the latter half of the 20th century.  

The class will also pursue a focused study of the social geography of one of the areas of the Amazon basin as a follow-up to the study of the Mario Vargas Llosa novel, The Storyteller, which has an emphasis on an indigenous group of people from Peru.

IDC 301 02: Poetry and Zen
Frederick Smock

MTWTh 11:45-2:45

Course Description: This course is designed to provide students with strong interdisciplinary study of cultures beyond that of the United States. This course offering is studied through approaches provided by more than one discipline of thought – the writing of poetry, and the practice of Zen Buddhism; specifically, a study of Zen poetry.  The class will go on one field trip – lunch at the Zen Garden tea-shop.

IDC 401 01: Senior Seminar
Josh Golding
MTWTh 11:45 – 2:45 pm
Course Description: The Senior Seminar is the capstone experience in the general education of a Bellarmine student. It has as its primary focus the development of students’ abilities to examine contemporary issues in a comprehensive and integrated way within a Catholic social justice perspective and a liberal arts and sciences context. Seniors from various disciplines come together in small groups with a faculty member to reflect on critical issues facing contemporary society, such as racism, economic and social justice, environmental concerns, national and international crises, and ethical issues arising from developments in science, medicine and technology. Students are also expected to bring the knowledge and skills gained in their major field of study and their other general education courses to the seminar as appropriate.
IDC 401 02: Senior Seminar
Julie Armstrong-Binnix
MTWTh 6:00 – 9:00 pm
Course Description: The Senior Seminar is the capstone experience in the general education of a Bellarmine student. It has as its primary focus the development of students’ abilities to examine contemporary issues in a comprehensive and integrated way within a Catholic social justice perspective and a liberal arts and sciences context. Seniors from various disciplines come together in small groups with a faculty member to reflect on critical issues facing contemporary society, such as racism, economic and social justice, environmental concerns, national and international crises, and ethical issues arising from developments in science, medicine and technology. Students are also expected to bring the knowledge and skills gained in their major field of study and their other general education courses to the seminar as appropriate.
Summer II (five weeks - 05/31/11 through 06/30/11)
IDC 200 03: From NUMB3RS to DaVinci Code:  Quantitative Reasoning in Television, Cinema, Literature and Beyond 

Anne Raymond

TWTh 12:00-2:30 pm
Course Description:  This particular section of IDC. 200 examines the power of television, cinema, and literature to influence, sustain, and even challenge beliefs, attitudes, and stereotypes about mathematics, mathematicians, quantitative reasoning and quantitative abilities.  Students also explore quantitative reasoning in our pop culture in many contexts including sports, music, poetry, jokes, and toys/recreation.  
IDC 301 03: Native American Culture and Literature
Kathy West
TTh 6:00-9:30 pm
Course Description: Our course this session will focus on Native American and First Nations Cultures (North and South American), looking particularly at Literature by Native Americans, the depiction of American Indians in film, and the history and anthropology of Native American Cultures. We will explore recent scholarship that provides a very different picture of ancient Native American History and Culture from what was believed for centuries; we’ll look at the late-nineteenth century end of the Indian Wars, the push for reservations, and the allotment system; and we will explore issues facing contemporary Native American peoples, on and off reservations.  In terms of literature, we’ll read in ancient and traditional stories, myths, and songs; examine a sampling of what was recorded of American Indian composition from the arrival of the Europeans through the early 20th century; and spend some time on writings from the contemporary Native American Literary Renaissance.  We’ll engage stories, songs, myths, poems, essays, memoirs, films, novels, history, and anthropology. We will pay particular attention to storytelling (the oral tradition as it works its way into the written; how narration creates, organizes, even manipulates understanding); identity (as fluid and organic; as simultaneously individual and communal; how race, gender, class, sexual orientation, and other factors both intersect and collide to create a sense of identity); difference and conflict through the clashes of cultures on this continent.  
IDC 401 03: The Global Environment
Valerie Timmons
TWTh 12:00 -2:30 pm
Course Description: Climate change, dwindling energy and food supplies, deforestation, exploding populations, and increasing poverty are major issues facing our planet, and these issues affect us all.  This course will explore these topics, and more, focusing a lot of attention on the solutions thereto.  Ultimately, this course is about the student and his/her reaction to the imminent dangers facing the Earth and its inhabitants.
Summer III (07/05/11 through 08/04/110
IDC 200 04: Effects of Trauma on Development

Jennifer Sinski

TWTh 9:00-11:30

Course Description: The Effects of Trauma on Development will examine specific incidences of trauma and the impact trauma has on the learning process.   Students will explore current research on trauma and its effect on brain development as well as applications in the learning setting.   Many scientific studies have indicated that trauma causes long term damage to portions of the brain that control learning and behavior, causing both learning and emotional disabilities.  Parents and educators must find the key to address individual children’s needs, and when many of these children have experienced both large and small scale traumas, a special understanding must help guide the curriculum.  “No Child Left Behind” mandates achievement goals for all children regardless of a parent’s death, long term illness, physical/sexual abuse or other trauma that occurred in that child’s life.  
IDC 301 04: Latin American Boom
Cathy Sutton
TWTh 6:00 – 8:30 pm
Course Description: Latin American fiction of the twentieth century exists within historical contexts of political and social change.  The century that brought most Latin American countries revolutions and social upheaval, a group of writers, beginning in the 1960’s, forged a new fictional voice which expressed a fresh and distinctive Latin American type of fiction. Known collectively as the writers of the “Boom,” these masterful authors created some of the most distinctive works of the twentieth century. 

The class will focus on the relationship between history, society, social geography, and fiction through major works by writers from Mexico, Columbia, Peru, Argentina, and other major countries.  Alternating between essays on modern Latin American history and a five or six major novels pertaining to the history and culture of a particular county, students will achieve an introductory knowledge of Latin American history and culture. Students will also have the opportunity to gain a solid introduction to of the major, most original works written in any language during the latter half of the 20th century.  

The class will also pursue a focused study of the social geography of one of the areas of the Amazon basin as a follow-up to the study of the Mario Vargas Llosa novel, The Storyteller, which has an emphasis on an indigenous group of people from Peru.

IDC 301 05: The South African Experience
Richard Burchard and Matisa Wilbon
07/20/11 – 08/10/11 Off-site

Must have taken IDC. 301 EF or S in spring 2011.  Cost of trip extra.
Course Description: This course is designed to provide students with a strong interdisciplinary study of culture beyond that of the United States. Students and faculty, accompanied by an international program officer from Nelson Mandela University, will travel to various parts of South Africa (i.e. Johannesburg, Port Elizabeth, and Soweto).  While there each student will experience the rich culture, examine the political history, and explore the beautiful landscape of South Africa.  They will also have the opportunity to see first-hand the result of the anti-apartheid movement, to study South African culture and the politics of difference, and to understand the role of music in its development.  This course better illuminates Bellarmine’s Quality Enhancement Plan (QEP), which focuses on internationalization, thereby making South Africa a part of the Bellarmine classroom. Students will culminate their experience with a final paper that will be part journal, part reflection on all that they have seen and experienced for three weeks and will then connect those experiences to the discussions and readings from the IDC 301 classes taken during the previous Spring semester.  This course may be taken for elective credit by junior and senior level students. (Prerequisite: IDC. 301 EF:  Freedom Movements or IDC. 301 S Music of the World’s Cultures). 

IDC 301 06: The Evolution of Western Health Care
Mary Pike
07/07/11 – 08/08/11 

Course held in London, England through the CCSA program
Course Description: This course will explore the evolution of western health care from antiquity to the present in London, England.  It will focus on the development of medicine, nursing, and other allied health professions, contributions of significant individuals in health care, and the influence of war and government on health care. Students will visit the Roman Baths, the Florence Nightingale Museum, the Hunterian Collection, Alexander Fleming’s laboratory, The Science Museum, The Old Operating Theatre, the National Portrait Gallery, the Imperial War Museum as well as other sites they select. Students will develop an appreciation of how war, epidemics, government, and important individuals have influenced health care today. 

IDC 401 04: Senior Seminar
Josh Golding

TWTh 12-2:30

Course Description: The Senior Seminar is the capstone experience in the general education of a Bellarmine student. It has as its primary focus the development of students’ abilities to examine contemporary issues in a comprehensive and integrated way within a Catholic social justice perspective and a liberal arts and sciences context. Seniors from various disciplines come together in small groups with a faculty member to reflect on critical issues facing contemporary society, such as racism, economic and social justice, environmental concerns, national and international crises, and ethical issues arising from developments in science, medicine and technology. Students are also expected to bring the knowledge and skills gained in their major field of study and their other general education courses to the seminar as appropriate.
 

Summer IV (ten weeks - 05/31/11 through 08/04/11 )
IDC 200 05: Place Still Matters

Jerry Abramson

MW 9:00-11:00

Course Description: This course is designed for students to become more aware of the rapid changes facing America’s Metropolitan areas- the collection of large cities, old and new suburbs, and even exurban and rural areas that house 2/3 of Americans. I along with invited guests experienced in multiple levels of government, will lead class discussions covering the new realities our nation faces that are redefining who we are, where and with whom we live and how we provide for our welfare as well as that of our families and communities. We will study materials recently published by professors and think tanks that cover the following subject matters: governance structure, transportation policy, race and ethnicity, economic opportunities, city-state-federal relationship, poverty, residential and commercial development, regionalism.
IDC 200 06: U.S. Leadership

Jerry Abramson

MW 1:00-3:00

Course Description: This class is designed to guide students toward the skills necessary for successful leadership in multiple types of American organizations/institutions. It is not about the proven leaders (guest speakers) you will meet up close and personal.  It is not about your peers with whom you are going to collaborate throughout the learning experience. It is all about you and your opportunity to not only better understand the characteristics of what it takes to be a successful leader in the United States; but also use of critical thinking by decision-makers to reach goals set for their organizations.
