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Disability Services

General Information for Prospective Students

Our Mission
Bellarmine University is committed to providing equal educational opportunities and full participation for persons with disabilities.  The Disability Services Coordinator advocates an atmosphere in which all students are afforded equal access and the opportunity to be involved in all activities available at Bellarmine University.  The Coordinator also serves as the liaison for students with the faculty, staff, and administration.  Our aim is to provide services to students, faculty, and staff that encourage Bellarmine students with disabilities to become self-sufficient in managing their accommodations.

Accommodations and Support Services
Bellarmine University offers a range of accommodations support services designed to assist students with disabilities.  Each person has a different set of needs, and accommodations are determined on an individual basis, utilizing the student’s disability-related documentation.  The accommodations and services are free to students with appropriate documentation on file.

Some of the accommodations and services include:

· Determination of appropriate accommodations
· Note takers
· Extended testing time
· Supplemental academic advising
· Classroom accommodations or modifications
· Accessible parking
· Accessible housing
· Communication with faculty and advisor regarding student needs
· Assistance obtaining recorded textbooks and identifying readers/scribes/attendants
· Information and referral for additional services

Academic Resource Center
Bellarmine University is committed to providing services and programs that assist all students in further developing their learning and study skills, and reaching their academic goals. Some of the services offered through the Academic Resource Center, include:
· Group and individual tutoring for many classes
· The Writing Center offers assistance with writing assignments and how to prepare for essay exams
· Workshops on study skills, taking tests, note-taking, test anxiety, stress management 





Eligibility for Services

To receive disability-related accommodations and support services, appropriate documentation of the student's disability is required.  This information will remain in a confidential file with the Disability Services Coordinator.  "Appropriate Documentation" is described for each of the following categories:

Learning Disabilities and ADD/ADHD
Required documentation is typically a copy of the results of a psycho-educational assessment, conducted by a trained and certified professional.  Ideally, assessments for Learning Disabilities and ADD/ADHD should have been administered within the last three years.  Testing must be comprehensive for the purpose of diagnosis.  Evaluations should include information on the student's aptitude/intellectual functioning, processing ability, and achievement.  Actual subtest scores and grade/age equivalent scores should be provided.

Psychological Disabilities
Written verification of a current (within the last three years) psychological disability diagnosed by a licensed mental health professional (psychologist or psychiatrist).

Physical and Medical Disabilities
Written documentation by a licensed health professional (physician, speech or language specialist, audiologist).

Documentation Requirements

Required documentation must include at least the following:
1.	The official diagnosis.
2.	The method of diagnosis (interview, personality assessments, mental health instruments, physical exam, etc.).
3.	How the disability affects the student's ability to perform academically and his/her daily functioning.
4.	Treatment plans (on-going therapy, medication prescribed, physical therapy, etc.).
5.	Recommended accommodations that would assist with academic achievement.
6. The names and titles of the evaluators, as well as the date(s) of testing.

Documentation should be submitted directly to the Disability Services Coordinator.  Disability-related information submitted to other offices on campus (e.g. Admissions) is not automatically forwarded to the Disability Services office, for confidentiality reasons.  

If you have questions, please contact:

Ronda Purdy
Disability Services Coordinator
Bellarmine University
2001 Newburg Road
Louisville, KY  40205

(502) 452-8480
rpurdy@bellarmine.edu




How to Prepare for College

· Students with disabilities apply and are considered for admission in the same manner as any other applicant.  No pre-admission inquiry regarding disability is made.

· It is highly recommended that the ACT or SAT be taken on an untimed basis if this gives a better estimate of the student's ability.

· Contact the Disability Services Coordinator upon admission and prior to class registration.  The sooner Bellarmine is aware of your needs, the more we can do to meet those needs before classes begin.

· Obtain all assessment records prior to high school graduation. The University will require these records in order to provide support services and accommodations.

· Become knowledgeable about and comfortable describing your strengths, weaknesses, and how your disability affects you as a student.

· Inquire about the services provided for students with disabilities and determine if those services are appropriate for your needs.

· A campus visit is not required, but it is recommended.  This is particularly true for students with mobility and visual impairments.

· Consider the size of the institution and select a school that best fits your unique needs and interests.
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