Subject to change
COURSE SYLLABUS

SPA 421-70
Summer 2007
INSTRUCTOR:  Dr. Nelson López    Office Hours: ______________ in the KIIS office.

I. 
Title: SPA 421-70 Topics in Spanish Literature: Spanish Culture through theatre 
3 Hours
II. 
Catalogue description: A course in theatre and popular culture; the final aim will be to have students perform a theatre play for the community in Segovia. In this manner, students will learn about culture and language through play readings, performances, and viewing plays whenever possible. 
III. 
Purpose:  To practice and expand vocabulary though social interaction in Spain, through improvisations, situations, and scene work, and in the experience you may pickup some skills about acting.
IV. 
Course Objectives:  We will use exercises that I believe will help you gain a basic understanding of the actor's craft.   We will use a combination of improvisation, scene study, and exercises from various acting techniques, as well as physical and vocal work to show you some ways to create a character who behaves in a believable and interesting way, by observing people and reading texts that deal with everyday life.

We will begin with several weeks of improvisation.  The student should be able to understand written and spoken non-technical Spanish dealing with everyday situations, communicate in Spanish through listening, writing, and speaking, by using a fair range of structures and non-technical vocabulary.

V. 
Content Outline:  Your scripts for the scenes; plus handouts.
VI.
Instructional Activities:  Students are expected to prepare assignments (which often require acting in front of a lot of people or few) for every class period and to apply vocabulary learned in class to real social situations.  Assigned written exercises are to be prepared outside of class and handed in on time.  Extensive opportunity for practice will be provided in class.  As in SPA 310, SPA 430 this IS essentially a performance class, participation will be critical and expected from all.
VII. 
 Experience:  The class is intimately linked to the experience of learning about culture through observation, imitation, and reenacting, thus students are strongly encouraged to exploit the abundant opportunities for conversation.  Students who make an effort to use Spanish outside the class do well in class, without exception.  ABOVE ALL DO NOT SEQUESTER YOURSELF FROM YOUR HOST FAMILY.  YOU ARE THE GUEST AND YOU TAKE THE INITIATIVE TO CREATE SOCIAL EXCHANGE.  Reciprocate the hospitality extended to you by making the home stay experience pleasant and interesting for your host family.  They and the relationships you form with people are what will linger as memories long after the program is over.  Resolve to benefit from as much social interaction as possible.

VIII. 
Resources:  Residence in Segovia, Spain.  Living with a Spanish family.  Excursions to various places in the area. There is a daily journal writing requirement.
IX. 
Grading Procedures:  Grading is based primarily on the basis of participation.  This means that if you attend every class and participate in all the exercises in a concentrated and good-natured manner, turn in all the papers complete and on time, you will get an "A" for the course.  You are not allowed to be absent, it will be detrimental to your grade and group moral. Journals are collected weekly, if it is incomplete, the grade for that journal will drop by 5 points.  Let me say again: there are no "excused" absences.  Each class you miss drops your grade by 4 points.  Each time you are late, your grade drops by 2 points. Lateness occurs when you arrive 10 minutes or more later than the scheduled time.  The same applies to leaving early.  If you have an illness or are absent for some reason out of your control, you still have not done the work of the classes you have missed and I must grade you accordingly. 

50% - Attendance and Participation (each class = 4 points)

20% - 3 papers on various aspects of your scene. (each paper = 7 points)

15% - Final paper - see a play and write about it.  (15 points)
10% Journal Daily entry
 5% - intangibles (effort, improvement, attitude, etc., or lack thereof)

In other words, everyone starts with a 100 percent.  For each class you miss, you lose 5 points.  Each time you are late you lose 3 points.  For each week a paper is late or if it is incomplete, you lose a point (more for the final paper). I can also add 3 points if I feel that you were particularly enthusiastic or showed remarkable improvement.  Likewise, I can deduct 5 points from your final grade if I feel that you consistently displayed a lack of effort or were disruptive in class. 

 There will be several quizzes to test preparation which may be given at any time based on vocabulary, readings, and/or scene assignments.  Grades will be calculated as follows. 




A = 90 - 100
B = 80 - 89
C = 70-79
D = 60-69
F = 0- 59
X.  
Attendance Policy:  Students are expected to attend all class meetings.  An official letter of excuse from the director is necessary to excuse an absence.  The final average will be lowered by 1% for every unexcused absence.  Any student who misses one fourth of all classes will automatically fail the course.  
XI.  
Prerequisites:  SPA 212 or equivalent 

NOTICE:  Plagiarism and other forms of cheating will not be tolerated.  I expect that students will abide by the highest ethical standards, and I consider it my duty to you and other students in the class and the university to take action against any student found to be in violation of ethical standards. 
