Compliance and Recruiting Guide for Alumnae and Friends 
As friends, fans, and alumni of Bellarmine University, many of you have relatives or know students who possess athletic talent.

You should know the following facts regarding recruiting.  As a member of the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA), Bellarmine operates under a strict set of rules which have been established to ensure the fair recruitment of student-athletes.  The guidelines are general and are not intended to cover every situation that may occur.

NCAA Bylaw 13.01.5.  Recruiting by Representatives of Athletics Interests
Representatives of an institution's athletics interests are prohibited from making in-person, off-campus recruiting contacts or telephone calls with a prospect or the prospect's relatives or legal guardians.  On-campus contact is permitted, as are written communications.  Recruiting contacts by representatives during a prospect's official visit are confined to campus and may not extend to the 30-mile radius permitted by institutional staff members.

Bylaw 13.02.10 Representatives of Athletic Interests

A "representative of the institution's athletic interests" is an individual who is known (or who should have been known) by a member of the institution's executive or athletics administration to:

· Have participated in or been a member of an agency or organization, including corporate sponsors (e.g., apparel and equipment companies), promoting the institution's intercollegiate athletics program;

· Have made financial contributions to the athletics department or to an athletic booster organization of the institution;

· Be assisting or to have been requested (by the athletics department staff) to assist in the recruitment of prospects;

· Be assisting or have assisted in providing benefits to enrolled student-athletes or their families, or

· Have been involved otherwise in promoting the institution’s athletic program.
Once an individual is identified as such a representative, the person retains that identity indefinitely.
Who is a Prospect?

Bylaw 13.02.8  Prospective Student-Athlete

A prospective student-athlete (prospect) is a student who has started classes for the ninth grade.  In addition, a student who has not started classes for the ninth grade becomes a prospective student-athlete if the institution provides such an individual (or the individual's relatives or friends) any financial assistance or other benefits that the institution does not provide to prospective students generally.  An individual remains a prospect until one of the following occurs (whichever occurs earlier).
· The individual officially registers and enrolls in a minimum full-time program of studies and attends classes in any term of a four-year collegiate institution’s regular academic year (excluding summer); or

· The individual participates in a regular-squad practice or competes at a four-year collegiate institution.
Representatives’ Recruiting Restrictions

Alumnae, friends or boosters of the University must follow NCAA regulations in relation to prospective student-athletes.  Examples of restrictions include (but are not limited to):
· May NOT telephone a prospect

· May NOT make in-person, off-campus recruiting contacts to a prospect, his/her relatives or legal guardians.

· May NOT contact a prospect’s coach, principal or counselor in an attempt to evaluate him/her.

· May NOT contact a prospect when they attend a prospect’s competition

· May NOT visit a prospect’s school to obtain films or transcripts to evaluate athletic ability or academic eligibility.

· May NOT mail anything of benefit to a prospect, except personal letters.  Clippings, posters, programs and similar items many not be mailed to the prospect.

· May NOT entertain; provide tickets or gifts and other benefits to junior and senior high school, preparatory school or junior colleges at any time.

· May NOT contribute to the payment of registration fees for a prospect to attend sports summer camps.

· May NOT contribute to the payment of transportation costs for a prospect of his/her relatives or friends to visit the institution’s campus.  This includes commercial transportation and transportation in your vehicle.

· May NOT contact a student-athlete enrolled in another four-year institution to explore the possibility of his/her transfer to Bellarmine and its athletic program.
· May NOT invite a prospect to a booster meeting.  If a prospect attends a meeting on his or her own they would be permitted to stay, but they must pay all fees charged for non-members to attend the meeting, including the meal.

Extra Benefit Rule for Prospective and Enrolled Student-Athletes
The prospective or enrolled student-athlete shall not receive any extra benefits.  An extra benefit is any special arrangement by an institutional employee or representative of the institution's athletics interests to provide a student-athlete or the student-athlete's relative or friend a benefit not expressively authorized by NCAA legislation.   It is not a violation of NCAA legislation, if it is demonstrated the same benefit is generally available to the institution’s students or their relatives or friends, or to a particular segment of the student population (e.g., foreign students, minority students) determined on a basis unrelated to athletics ability. (Bylaw 16.02.3)
Extra benefits would include:

· Providing awards, gifts or free or reduced-cost services 
· Providing a loan, or arranging or co-signing for a loan

· Providing use of an automobile

· Providing rent free or reduced rent housing

· Providing tickets to an athletic, institutional or community event

· Entertaining or contacting a prospective student-athlete or his/her family off-campus

· Allowing a student-athlete to use a telephone or credit card for personal reasons without charge or at a reduced cost.
Ways YOU Can Help...

· Send letters of recommendation and newspaper clippings about student-athletes to the Bellarmine coaching staff.
· Mail personal letter*s to prospects and recruits.
· Attend high school athletic events without contacting student-athletes.

· Student-athletes or the entire team may receive an occasional family home meal from a representative of athletic interests provided the meal is in the individual’s home (as opposed to a restaurant) and may be catered. The representative of the athletic interests or an institutional staff member may provide reasonable local transportation to student-athletes to attend such meals. (Bylaw 16.12.1.4)
· Provide or arrange summer jobs to enrolled student-athletes.  Compensation must be paid only for work performed and at a rate commensurate with the going rate for services of like character

Reminders:

· Only coaches and Athletic Department staff members are permitted to recruit student-athletes
· You may speak to student-athletes if they initiate the conversation.  Speak civilly, but refer all questions relating to the athletic program to the Athletic Department staff.

· Unless you received authorization from the Director of Athletics, avoid involvement with prospective or enrolled student-athletes.

· When in doubt, call the Bellarmine University compliance office at 502-452-8408.
.

