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Constructed four new residence 
halls (the Sienas), which 

surround a lushly landscaped 
area called the Arboreto. One of 
these halls, Siena Terzo, houses 
the university’s second dining 
hall, The Palio, a contemporary 

area that seats 200. 

Built the Owsley B. Frazier Stadium 
and Joseph P. and Janet A. Clayton 
Field, a state-of-the-art playing field 

for our Division I lacrosse team as 
well as our Division II soccer teams 

and track and field events. 

Expanded and completely renovated 
the George G. Brown Center, doubling 

dining capacity in the University 
Dining Hall to 500-plus and creating 
new classroom and office space for 

the School of Communication.

Developed the Bellarmine Farm 
to educate students about the 

natural world and provide a 
sustainable source of vegetables, 
fruits, herbs and flowers for use 

in the University Dining Hall.

Recreated the Café Ogle 
as a food court with four 
branded dining concepts.

Through a generous alumni 
donation, built a three-story 

signature entrance, St. Robert 
Gate, which welcomes students 

and visitors in the spirit of 
hospitality in its deepest sense, 
one of Bellarmine’s core values.

Renamed the Bellarmine Office Building 
as Nolen C. Allen Hall and expanded it 
with a three-story, 19,500- square-foot 

addition to provide classroom and office 
space for the growing Physical Therapy 
Program, the School of Education and 
the School of Environmental Studies.

Renovated storied Knights 
Hall, including a new floor and 

new chair-back seating. 



Bellarmine Centro, Proposed
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M
ore than halfway to the year 2020, the 
administration and Board of Trustees have 
extended the scope of planning even further 

into the future, with the goal of positioning the 
university and its graduates to meet the changing 
demands of life in the 21st century.

The No. 1 priority is a $25 million project known  
as Centro. This project will transform Horrigan 
Hall, one of the university’s foundational build-
ings, by adding a three-story, 47,300-square-foot 
building adjacent to it, with dramatic atrium space 
connecting the two. 

Located within the addition will be a Graduate 
School of Management, a new Institute for Ad-
vanced Analytics, additional classrooms, a welcome 
center with a one-stop shopping for all enrollment 
needs and the Career Development Center.

Another 4,100-square-foot space will be added to 
the southern wing of Horrigan, which will be 
renamed Treece Hall in honor of Msgr. Raymond 
Treece, right-hand man to Msgr. Alfred Horrigan, 
Bellarmine’s founding president. This new space 
will house an expanded bookstore, a campus living 
room and offices.

Bellarmine University’s W. Fielding Rubel School  
of Business is accredited by AACSB (Association  
to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business) Inter-
national, an accreditation earned by less than  
15 percent of the world’s 13,000 business programs. 
Bellarmine’s graduate business programs have 
grown 40 percent since the fall of 2005, with  
the greatest opportunity for future growth in  
the Master of Science in Taxation program.

But while the graduate business programs at 
Bellarmine compete at the highest levels, their 
physical facilities lag woefully behind those of 
Bellarmine’s competitors. Centro will provide 
capital improvements that are absolutely essential 
for the Rubel School of Business to continue to 
build upon its long tradition of excellence.

The Institute for Advanced Analytics, meanwhile, 
will integrate the liberal arts and technology 
across the curriculum, maximizing our students’ 
ability to turn information into knowledge –  
to use big data to create ultimate solutions.

Proposed academic programs include:

Ph.D. in Superintendent Education

Ph.D. in Higher Education

Institute for Advanced Analytics

Master’s in Early Childhood Education

Master’s in Environmental Science 

Master’s in Digital Arts

Master’s in Industrial/Organizational Psychology

English as a Second Language

Bachelor’s in Marketing

Film Studies

Planned capital improvements include:

Bellarmine Centro

Lifetime Sports & Recreation Center

Knights Hall renovation and addition including 

Renovated lobby and skyboxes

Parking structure

New art, music and alumni buildings

These additional programs and projects will help  
us to achieve the goal of increasing total enroll-
ment 54 percent by 2020, to 5,358 students.

Bellarmine University continues to build on the Vision 2020 momentum with an ambitious     
slate of proposed academic programs, enrollment goals and building projects. 
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W
hen we unveiled Vision 2020 in 2005, we encountered our share 
of skeptics. While great advancements had been made over the 
course of Bellarmine’s 55-year history, there had never been a 

single plan of such magnitude, with such expansive reach: “the premier 
independent Catholic university in the South, and thereby the leading 
private university in the Commonwealth and region.” Really?

Yes, really. As you can see in the pages you’ve just read, we at Bellarmine 
University have every reason to believe in the ultimate realization of our 
Vision. Building upon the strong foundation laid in 1950, we are well into 
the most transformational phase of our history. Eight years in, we have 
made phenomenal progress, and the momentum continues to build.

This growth and momentum pull us forward into vital opportunities  
and urgent needs – for more classrooms, updated technology, faculty 
offices and collaborative spaces for students.

We will achieve the goals of Vision 2020 because we must. And not just  
for our students’ futures, but for the successful future of our city, our  
state and our region.

We need your support. In October 2011, we began the public phase of a 
$100 million capital campaign. We must complete this campaign by 2016  
to implement our planned programming and capital improvements. That 
means we must bring in $9 million in each of the next four fiscal years.

Challenging? Yes. But we are up to the challenge. I ask you now to partner 
with us. Imagine what Vision 2020 will mean not just to Bellarmine 
University but to our community, our state and our region, and help us  
to complete this historic and absolutely vital transformation for   
the benefit of this generation and generations to come.

Joseph J. McGowan
President, Bellarmine University

REALIzING ThE VISION
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St. Robert Gate, 2013




