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EDUCATION​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​

___________________________________________________________________________

2002


Spalding University

Administrative Certification

2000


University of Louisville
Doctor of Education











Curriculum and Supervision

1975


Indiana-Purdue University
M. S.  

at Indianapolis


Major:  Special Education 





Minor:
 English

1968 


George Peabody College
B.A. 

for Teachers


Major: English

Vanderbilt University

Minor: Latin






PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCES

___________________________________________________________________________

2008-Present

Assistant Professor, Annsley Frazier Thornton School of Education




Bellarmine University, Louisville, KY

2008


University Supervisor of Middle and High School Student Teachers, 

University of Louisville

2002-2007

Writing Specialist, Jefferson County Public Schools





Louisville, KY

2004-2008 

Adjunct Instructor, University of Louisville




  

Louisville, KY

2001


Adjunct Instructor, University of Louisville




Louisville, KY

 1998-2002

High School Resource Teacher/Instructional Coach

Jefferson County Public Schools, Louisville, KY

1997-1998

English and Latin Teacher 

Louisville (KY) Male Traditional High School


1996 


Teacher Fellow in Writing: University of Louisville

1985-1996

English and Latin Teacher




Waggener High School, Louisville, KY

1981-1985

English and Latin Teacher 

Oldham County (KY) High School

1980-1981

Special Education Behavior Disorders Teacher




Woerner Alternative School, Louisville, KY







1975


Reading Teacher, Indianapolis (IN) Juvenile Detention Center






1970-1972

English Language Arts Teacher 

Lee County (AR) Public Schools

1969-1970

English and Latin Teacher

Shelby County (TN) Public Schools

1968-1969

Language Arts Teacher 

Harpeth Hall Middle School, Nashville, TN


COURSES TAUGHT AT BELLARMINE UNIVERSITY

______________________________________________________________

EDUC 502

Foundations of Middle and High School Education

EDUC 509

Classroom Management Strategies
EDUC 546/566
Curriculum Design/Methods for Middle/Secondary Schools

EDUC 612

Advanced Field Placement

EDUC 539

Teaching Language Arts

EDUC 558

Teaching Secondary English

EDUC 627 

Teaching Writing: A Workshop Approach

COURSES TAUGHT AT UNIVERSITY OF LOUISVILLE

 __________________________________________________________________________
2008 


EDAP 642
Literacy Learning and Cultural Differences





2007


EDTP 607
Special Methods in Teaching Middle School English 




EDTP 608
Special Methods in Teaching High School English




EDTP 609
Special Methods in Language Arts for Alternative






Certification Teachers

2004-2006

EDTP 620
Reading and Writing across the Curriculum/

Adolescent Literature in Middle and High School:




2001


EDSD 507
Exploring Teaching (P-12)










1996


English 101
Freshman Composition




English 102
Freshman Composition

REFEREED PUBLICATIONS

 __________________________________________________________________________
2011
Willis, D. and Wolph J. (2011). Writing partners:  A collaborative 

project between the Louisville Writing Project and the Jefferson County (KY) public schools. Scholarly Partnerships. Indiana-Purdue University,5(2), 35-44. 
2010
Thomas, K. & Willis, D. (2010). Edublogs for English teachers:  How a class 

weblog improves organization and communication. Kentucky English Bulletin, 59(2), 7-13.

2001

Willis, D. (2001). High tech cheating:  Plagiarism and the internet.

Kentucky Library Journal, 65(4), 28-30.









2000
Thomas, J. and Willis, D. (2000) Connecting students to reading, writing, 

and research: A classic model for the classroom teacher. Kentucky English Bulletin, 50(1), 15-21.







REFEREED PRESENTATIONS

2010
Willis, D. and Wolph. J. (December 2010). Collaborating to build teacher capacity 

and student skills. Presented at the Innovation Summit of the University of Kentucky and AdvanED, Lexington, KY.

2010
Willis, D. (October 2010). Back to the future with Socratic Circles—Adapting 
classical pedagogy to encourage student engagement and academic inquiry in 21st century classrooms. Presented at the annual International Society for Exploring Teaching and Learning Conference, Nashville, TN.

2010 
Willis, D. (September 2010). Lessons learned from Kentucky’s writing portfolio:  
Preparing English language arts teachers for new directions in literacy instruction. Presented at the Kentucky Association of Teacher Educator’s Annual Conference, Georgetown, KY.
2010
Willis, D. (April 2010). All the world’s a stage:  Producing monologues to illustrate 

voices & conflicts of urban students. Presented at the annual National Writing 

Project Urban Sites Network Conference, Portland, OR.

2009
Willis, D. (April 2009). Discovering their values and the power of their voices:  

Developing resiliency through reflective writing.  Presented at the annual 

National Writing Project Urban Sites Network Conference, 

Louisville, KY.

2009
Willis, D. (April 2009). Preparing urban teachers to address student needs in high-

demand subject areas. Presented at the Urban Education Summit, Denver, 

CO.

2009 
Willis, D. (September 2009). Divide & conquer:  Collaborative literacy circles. 

Presented at the annual conference of the Kentucky Reading Association, Louisville, KY.

CURRICULUM PUBLICATIONS

________________________________________________________________

2006-2008 
JCPS Online instructional units for the Jefferson County Public Schools:


· Reading and Writing the Memoir: Grade 7

· Reading and Writing the Critical Review:  Grade 7

· Narrative Poetry: Grade 7

· Writing in Middle School Science:  Grade 7

· Writing a Memoir for Day of the Dead (Spanish): Grade 7

· Reflective Writing- Letter to the Reviewer: Grade 7 

· Narrative Feature Articles: Grades 6 and 8

· Developing Persuasive Writing Skills: Grade 8

· Reading and Writing Monologues: Grade 8

· On-Demand Mini-Lessons I : Grade 8

· On-Demand Mini-Lessons II: Grade 8 

· Reflective Writing in Middle School:  Grades 6 and 8

· Transactive Writing:  Preparing for On-Demand:  Grades 11 and 12

· Personal Essays:  Beyond This I Believe:  Grade 12

· Transactive Writing with Technical/Analytical Focus:  

Writing the Scientific Lab Report: Grades 9-12

· Transactive Writing with Technical/Analytical Focus:  

Proposals: Grades 9-12

· Analytical Writing:  Writing the Literary Analysis Grade 12

· Reflective Writing for Juniors and Seniors

2005

National Public Radio This I Believe High School Writing Curriculum: 

Reading and Writing Lessons to Create Effective Personal Essays




SELECTED WORKSHOPS

2011
Willis, D. (January 2011). Strategic instruction to develop students’ on-demand 

writing skills and scores. Presentation at the Louisville Writing Project Mini-Conference, University of Louisville.

2010
Willis, D. (September 2010). Building a classroom community by writing This 

I Believe Essays.  Presentation at Bellarmine Center for Teaching Excellence and Leadership (BCTEL).

2010
Willis, D. (August 2010). Making personal writing come alive through strategic 

writing instruction. Presentation for St. Agnes faculty at Bellarmine Center for Teaching Excellence and Leadership (BCTEL).

2009
Willis, D. (January 2009). The Louisville Writing Project presents a Dickens 

experience.  University of Louisville.

2008
Willis, D. (September 2008).  Development of on-demand writing skills. Louisville 

Writing Project Fall Institute, University of Louisville.

PROFESSIONAL AWARDS

________________________________________________________________________

2007
Louisville Writing Project Patrona Award for Adminstrative Support of Writing 

Teachers

2002 
Most Outstanding 2001 Journal Article: Kentucky Library Association




1997
Louisville Writing Project Leadership Award for Service to Louisville Writing Project




1993
Award of Excellence for Exemplary Service to United Nations presented by 

University of Louisville





1992
Jefferson County Public Schools Secondary Teacher of the Year presented by 

Kentucky Department of Education

1991
Kentucky Council of the Teachers of Foreign Language




Project Recognition Award for Latin Instruction

1990
Citizens Fidelity and WHAS TV ExCEL Teaching Award

1988 
Achievement Award for Excellence in the Teaching of Shakespeare

Presented by Kentucky Shakespeare Festival and First National Bank



PROFESSIONAL GRANTS

__________________________________________________________________________
2008-09
Conway, C. & Willis, D. Student recovery program grant.  Jefferson County 

Public School Grant at Waggener High School, Louisville, KY ($25,000).

1993

Willis, D. A KERA classroom producing sustainable development agents. 

Jefferson County Public Schools and University of Louisville Collaborative Partnership Grant at Waggener High School ($3,290.00).


1988

Willis, D. Integrating technology into Latin class. John C. Hall Award:

Highest Ranked Louisville Community Foundation Grant ($500.00).

1987 

Willis, D. Kentucky Department of Education Pilot Writing Project Grant at 

Waggener High School ($24,997).



UNIVERSITY SERVICE

___________________________________________________________________________

2011

Chairperson, Mathematics Educator Search Committee, School of Education

2010

Member, Thomas Merton Committee
2010

Member, Standards Based Unit of Study Unit Benchmark Revision



Committee, School of Education

2010

Table Leader, Distinguished Scholars Luncheon

2010

Member, Scholarship Award Committee

2010

Chairperson, Special Education Search Committee, School of Education


2009-2010
Participant, SOAR Freshman Advising

2009-2010
Member, Academic Honesty and Grievance Committee



2009-2010
Co-Chair, Retreat and Fellowship Committee, School of Education

2008-2010
Member, Admission to SOE Interview Team, School of Education

2008-2010
Member, MAT Redesign Committee, School of Education

2008-2010
Member, Ph.D. Design Team, School of Education

COMMUNITY SERVICE

2004-2011
Board member, Society for Prevention of Aggression and Violence in Adolescents (SPAVA)

2009-2010
Member, Education Committee, Shakespeare in Central Park

2008-2010
Participant, Middle School Connection Project, Jefferson County Public Schools, Louisville, KY

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
___________________________________________________________________________ 

2010-2011
Co-Chair, St. Agnes School and Bellarmine University School of Education Writing Partnership Project
2008-2011
Member, Louisville Writing Project Advisory Board

2002-2011
Member, National Advisory Board for National Public Radio’s This I Believe
2010
Member, Planning Committee, Louisville Urban League Essay Contest

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS
Courage to Teach

National Council of the Teachers of English

National Writing Project

Kentucky Council of the Teachers of English

Louisville Writing Project

Kentucky Reading Association

Kentucky Council of the Teachers of Foreign Language
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