
Rubrics: Our best friends 
 

I stress to my students and colleagues that “rubrics are our best friend”. 

Rubrics are marking schemes used to assess learning outcomes/assignments. They range in format (grid style, 

holistic checklist) but all include a description of the task, a measurement scale with a criterion for evaluation, 

dimensions of the task, and a description of each dimension on the scale (Boatend, Bass, Blaszak & Farrar, 2009). 

Rubrics should be given to the students with the assignment description (rather than after the assignment has 

been marked). Rubrics are “the students’ best friend” because students know exactly what is expected of them, 

there are no surprises in the evaluation, and they can use it as a guide as they are working on their assignment to 

increase their success. Rubrics are “the instructors’ best friend” because they make marking efficient and 

effective, provide a consistent evaluation, and increase equity in marking reducing students questioning their 

marks. 

 

Key Resource: 

iRubrics ( http://www.rcampus.com/indexrubric.cfm) is a wonderful website with 1000’s of sample rubrics. 

Additional Resources: 

Boateng , Bass, Blaszak, Farrar (2009) “The development of a competency based assessment rubric to measure 

resident milestones”. Journal of Graduate Medical Education 1(1):45-48. 

http://www.rcampus.com/indexrubric.cfm


Mertler (2001) “Designing scoring rubrics for your classroom”. Practical Assessment, Research & Evaluation, 

7(25).  

Stevens & Levi (2004) Introduction to Rubrics: An Assessment Tool to Save Grading Time, Convey Effective 

Feedback and Promote Student Learning. Virginia: Stylus Publishing 
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