
Exhibit 3.3.b.2 -- Criteria for School Selection 

 

The AFTSE has developed a strong relationship with surrounding schools and districts 

for initial certification and advanced program field placements, preservice practica, and 

the professional semester. To maintain diversity in candidates’ experiences, placements 

for field are varied, and generally not duplicated for the professional semester. In general, 

the unit partners with a school for either a practicum, such as junior practicum, or a 

professional semester experience. However, some schools prove to be particularly adept 

at serving both practicum and professional semester candidates and are used for both 

experiences. Candidates who are seeking dual certification in both general education and 

special education may have one school for the general education placement in the 

professional semester and a different school for special education, largely due to the 

difficulty in finding special educators who meet the state’s criteria for cooperating 

teachers. Below are the criteria used for school selection: 

 

Clinical-Professional Semester 

 

1. Principal is strong instructional leader and willing to support our candidates 

2. Teachers have the necessary qualifications required by the state 

3. Teachers have worked with  Bellarmine candidates in the past 

4. Evaluations of cooperating teachers have established them as strong mentors 

5. P-12 faculty accept the candidates as part of the school community 

6. School has diverse students and teachers 

7. Teachers model varied and research-based instructional practices 

8. School location provides multiple opportunities to work with a variety of students 

and faculty 

 

Practicum 

        

1. Principal is strong instructional leader and willing to support our candidates 

2. Teachers are willing to support and guide candidates in the classroom 

3. Teachers allow candidates to participate in instruction when possible 

4. Teachers model best practices 

5. School provides the full spectrum of a diverse student body and faculty 

6. A variety of locations throughout the city and county allow students to experience 

several schools throughout their educational experience 

 

 


