Edge Prompts for Psy 200 (Introduction to Professions in Psychology)

All assignments are due by 11/6/09. 

1. Career information research on two psychology related careers of your choice. Links that provide information on different careers can be found on the course folder and at the Career Services website listed above. Please provide the following information for each of your chosen careers. Additionally, write a 1–2 paragraph reflection in your Edge portfolio on which career sounds most appealing to you at this point and why. 
a. What is a typical job description for this career?

b. What training requirements are there for the career?  Is graduate study required?

c. What are typical work settings for the career? 

d. What is the typical salary range?

e. What is the job market outlook?

2. Obtain information on two graduate programs in an area of interest. Summarize the information you found in terms of the focus of the program and admission requirements. In your Edge portfolio, write a 1–2 paragraph comparing the two programs and identifying which program you are most interested in at this point and why. 
3. Self-reflection (2-3 pages). This reflection should focus on your current academic and career goals.  Please discuss the factors that contributed to your decision to major in psychology and what you see as your greatest challenge in achieving your career goals. Identify what you can do now to increase your success when you graduate. Several career and personality assessments can be found on the Career Services webpage under career planning (e.g., Sigi3 and Vault) and results from one of these assessments can be included in your discussion. 
4. Career Interview - Interview someone who is currently working in a career or position that you are interested in and write a summary 1-2 page paper on the information you learn.  Please include the following questions in your interview, but do not limit yourself to these questions:
a. What training is needed for your position?
b. What is a typical day like for you?
c. What do you like least / best about your career?
d. What skills or characteristics are important to be successful in your career?
e. In your summary, please include answers to the above questions as well as a description of the person’s work setting and job responsibilities.  Also discuss your thoughts and reactions to the information that you heard (e.g., Were you surprised by any of the information?  Did the interview increase or decrease your interest in this career?)  
