Bellarmine University

Bachelor of Arts in Finance –curriculum
Business Core – 36 credit hours
· ACCT 101, 102 (Financial and Managerial Principles)

· BA 103 (Intro to Business), 203 (Business Law), 301 (Principles of Management), 305 (Principles of Marketing), 315 (Business Finance), 345 (Managing Information Technology)

· ECON 111, 112 (Principles of Micro and Macro), 314 (International Trade and Finance), 410 (Econometrics)

Major Requirements – 21 credit hours

· ACCT 211, 212, 313 (Financial Accounting I, II, III) – equivalent to the Intermediate Accounting sequence required of most finance degrees

· ECON 308 (Money and Banking)

· ECON 351 (Investment Theory)

· BA 417 (Topics in Corporate Finance) 

· BA 418 Cases in Financial Management (capstone course)
General Education requirements/other requirements/electives – 69 Credit hours

· General Education requirements – 50 credit hours

· Psych 103 (Gen Ed requirement)
· COMM 103 or 205

· MATH 125 (Gen Ed requirement)

· MATH 205 (4 credit hours)
· 12 credits (4) free elective classes
Course Descriptions (Major requirements and Business Core related courses)
ACCT 211 Financial Accounting I (Major requirement)

This course focuses on the theoretical bases of Generally Accepted Accounting Principles.  The reporting requirements of the Financial Accounting Standards Board are examined in depth.  Financial Accounting I provides an overview of financial accounting theory, standards, and conceptual framework; the accounting model and accounting cycle; worksheets and the preparation and understanding of financial statements, present and future value concepts; and an in-depth examination of accounting for current assets and property, plant and equipment.

 ACCT 212 Financial Accounting II (Major requirement)

An in-depth examination of the accounting and disclosure requirements for:  non-current assets; liabilities; deferred taxes; pensions and postretirement benefits; stockholders’ equity; and earnings per share.
ACCT 313 Financial Accounting III (Major requirement)

An in-depth examination of the accounting for leases; derivatives; accounting changes and error analysis; cash flows; full disclosure issues; foreign currency translations; and the formation; profit/loss distribution and dissolution of partnerships.

BA 315 Business Finance (Business Core requirement)
To provide a thorough overview of the contemporary financial concepts and techniques used by all businesses.  Specific concepts and techniques needed for financial decisions, such as capital budgeting, international finance, financial analysis, and the time value of money are central to the course.  The interdependence of finance, marketing, economics and accounting are emphasized through the problem solving application of tools to the various financial disciplines. 
BA 417 Topics in Corporate Finance (Major requirement)
This course expands upon the basic techniques and concepts of financial management that were taught in BA 315.  Topics include capital budgeting given uncertainty, capital structure decisions, acquisition of funds, cost of capital, warrants and convertibles, lease financing, dividend policy, lease financing, and working capital management.

BA 418 Cases in Financial Management (Major requirement)
This course is a study of the theory, principles and cases in business finance with an objective of developing the point of view of the financial manager.  Accounting, financial and business problems are reviewed in written and oral reports, with an emphasis on decision-making by the student.

ECON 308 Money and Banking (Major requirement)

The role of financial markets, asset pricing, banking and financial market regulations, money demand and supply, and interest rate and exchange rate determination is the focus of this course.  The Federal Reserve System, monetary policy and the impact of incomplete information on the banking system are also explored.
ECON 314 International Trade and Finance (Business Core requirement)
The causes and consequences of the exchange of goods, services and assets between nations as well as policies affecting international markets are examined in this course.  The trade portion reveals the principle of comparative advantage within the Ricardian model of trade, including the impact of factor endowments on trade patterns and the consequences of trade restrictions or unions.  The finance portion of the course enhances the discussion of trade via analysis of currency markets and regimes, purchasing power parity, covered interest arbitrage, international capital flows, and the balance of payments.

ECON 351 Investment Theory (Major requirement)

This course concentrates on investment portfolios and risk, with a focus on markets affecting the allocations of and returns on stocks, bonds and options.  Related topics include financial statement analysis, option valuation, as well as measures and means for assessing financial performance when deciding optimal investment strategy.
