
	Residence Life Winter News 
As the semester winds down, and winter ramps up, we know you are looking forward to having your Knight home for a few weeks.  Please be aware of the following announcements as you make your plans for Winter Break.
1. The halls will close for winter break on December 13th at 12:00 noon.  All students must have exited the building at this time.  Closing procedures vary slightly by building, so please encourage your child to attend the floor meeting with the Resident Assistant who will explain everything from what to do with keys to what to do with goldfish.  Students in extreme circumstances and unable to return home during winter break may apply for an exception.  These forms will be emailed to all residents during the week of November 17.

2. Over the break, Siena Hall will undergo improvements to its fire and safety systems.  Under fire code restrictions, no one may reside in the building during this time.  Residents of Siena granted exceptions will have assistance relocating to another hall during the break.  We will work with students on a case by case basis.

3. The halls will reopen on Saturday, January 3  at 10:00 AM.   Students may not return to the building until this time. 

4. Residents of Lenihan will not return to this building next semester.  It will be demolished as we begin construction on the third phase of Siena, and residents  have been assigned new rooms in Siena II.  They also will select a time to meet with movers on January 3 or 4.  If you have a child in Lenihan and have questions please contact the Residence Life Office at (502) 473-3000.

Have a wonderful holiday season!
Residence Life Team
Freshman Final Exams 
     Jennifer Schum, M.Ed., Developmental Advisor, Academic Resource Center 
During the last week of the fall semester, December 8th through 12th, students have final exams.  Finals vary from class to class—some are comprehensive and worth a significant portion of the course grade, while others may be just one of many tests, quizzes, and assignments within a course.  Courses without final exams usually have some sort of final requirement, such as a presentation, group project, or major paper.  Freshmen have likely encountered final exams before, but the volume and difficulty of work in the first semester of college is probably a significant increase from high school, making the last few weeks preceding finals a stressful time.  As freshmen approach final exams, we offer several recommendations. (read more)

Pioneer Program News 
The Pioneer Scholars enjoyed a beautiful fall day during their weekly meeting October 21st.  The session was focused on midterm grades and considered the theme "What's Holding You Back or What's Moving You Forward."  Dr. Catherine Sutton and Dr. Pam Cartor addressed several perspectives touching on the psychological aspects of facing challenges and building on successes.  The agenda for the Pioneer Scholars continues through the fall with two distinguished first generation Bellarmine Alumni who will share insights about their experiences at Bellarmine and in the professional world.  The Pioneer Scholars will also enjoy a health awareness activity session with our SuRF staff as the semester concludes.

BU Students Shine! 
Congratulations to BU students Christina Clements, Lauren Pieper, Amy Puerto and Shannon Siders for winning the Writing Competition for Women presented by the Institute for Media, Culture and Ethics at Bellarmine University. These students, along with Mr. Ed Manassah, Dr. Gail Henson and several Humana Inc. executives traveled to New York City aboard the Humana corporate jet to attend the luncheon for the 2008 Courage in Journalism Awards of the International Women's Media Foundation. Students also met Jim Lehrer's anchor Judy Woodruff, had lunch with Today Show's Ann Curry, and saw four remarkable international journalists honored for service under pressure. For Amy Puerto, attending the ceremony "has put my ambitions in perspective and it has encouraged me to be and do more in my life. The testimonies of these women journalists have inspired me to strive to make a difference in my own community." 

Senior Psychology major Krista Clark was a National Society for Human Resource Management (SHRM) Sponsorship recipient of a $5000 scholarship this summer. Only 40 students nationwide were selected for this honor and the money is awarded to fund an internship experience in HR. Clark is using the money to continue her internship at Appriss. She was also awarded a $1000 scholarship this summer from the local chapter of SHRM - Louisville Society for Human Resource Management. 

Our own Amanda Moore was named Great Lakes Valley Conference Women's Soccer Player of the Week on October 13. This honor came after scoring the game-winning goals in all three of Bellarmine University's matches the week prior. That week, Moore scored the only goal in a  1-0 victory against Quincy, a goal in double overtime in a 2-1 victory against Southern Indiana and two second-half goals in a 3-1 victory against Kentucky Wesleyan.

If your child is interested in a competitive internship, employment, or study opportunity for the coming summer, inquiries and the application process should begin now, as deadlines for these types of out of state and abroad programs often fall in February.  Department chairs and advisors often have information about professional, study, or service programs; he or she may also inquire with Ann Zeman or Todd Reale in the Career Center.  

Choosing a Major and Planning for a Career 
     Dr. Catherine Sutton, Director, Academic Resource Center 

When freshmen begin college they may have a sense of what they want to study, or they may be among the third of the class that wishes to remain Undeclared for a while longer.  Of those who do indicate a major right away, about half of them will change during their first semester.  The major focus through our freshman advising program is to urge students to "be successful right now," to make a successful transition to college as a foundation from which all other decisions will proceed. 

However, by second semester, many students are ready to explore for the first or second time a major.  (read more)

Financial Aid Updates 
As your child approaches the end of the first semester in college, it's time to begin thinking about the 2009-2010 school year. The 2009-2010 Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) will be available online beginning January 1 at www.fafsa.ed.gov. The FAFSA form must be completed every year in order for a student to receive any form of state or federal financial aid including grants, work-study, and loans. Filing the FAFSA by the March 15 priority deadline will allow students to maximize financial aid possibilities. Missing the March 15 priority deadline could jeopardize your child's ability to secure need-based funding, so be sure to meet the deadline!  

For the Spring semester that begins January 5, bills will be generated the second week of school by the Bursar's Office, and financial aid is scheduled to be disbursed on January 13.  Bills are due on February 4 for students that have any remaining balance after all aid has been applied. 

The Office of Financial Aid is always willing to assist with any questions that you may have about affording a Bellarmine education.  We can be reached Monday-Friday from 8 a.m.-5 p.m. at (502) 452-8124 or by calling 1-800-274-4723 ext. 8124. You can also email us at finaid@bellarmine.edu.

Knights, Camera, Action! Family Weekend 2008 
Over 200 families attended this fun-filled weekend last month.  From the pre-show party Friday night through the Amazing Race: Hollywood Edition and talent show on Saturday night,  families enjoyed red carpet hospitality before calling the weekend a wrap after the Parents Association breakfast Sunday morning.  We encourage all families to mark your calendars for Family Weekend 2009 which will take place on October 23-25, 2009.

See photos from the Legacy Dinner at Family Weekend!

Parents Association: We Need You! 
The BU Parents Association needs parents to help plan programs, to serve on informational panels, and to spearhead other exciting initiatives.  Get involved today and make a difference in your son or daughter's Bellarmine experience!   For more information please contact Patrick Englert, Assistant Dean/Director of Student Engagement at penglert@bellarmine.edu.
	UPCOMING EVENTS 
November 26-29:
Thanksgiving Holidays, no classes; (University closed 27-29) 

December 1:
Louisville Connections trip to Glassworks 

December 8: 
Midnight Breakfast, Frazier Hall, 11 pm-midnight 

December 8-12: 
Final Exams 

December 13, noon:
Residence Halls close for winter break 

December 17: 
Fall Graduation 

January 3, 10:00 am:
Residence Halls re-open 

January 29:
Louisville Connections trip to a production of Wicked 
January 30:: 
Matt Nathanson Concert, Frazier Hall 

Do you or your student have a question about? 
Living in the residence halls? 
Leslie Maxie-Ashford, Director, Residence Life; 502-473-3000, lmaxie-ashford@bellarmine.edu 
Trouble with a class or an assignment, or making a change in class schedules? 
Dr. Catherine Sutton, Dean of Advising and Director; 502-452-8071, csutton@bellarmine.edu 
How to find something fun to do on campus? 
Sarah Fromm, Assistant Director of Student Activities; 452-8433, sfromm@bellarmine.edu 
Financial Aid? 
Jennifer Likes, Financial Aid Assistant; 502-452-8124, jlikes@bellarmine.edu 
Workstudy? 
Lindsey Downs, Financial Aid Counselor; 202, 502-452-8134, ldowns@bellarmine.edu 
Getting a terrific summer job or internship? 
Ann Zeman, Director of Career Development and Counseling, 502-452-8151, azeman@bellarmine.edu 
Todd Reale, Assistant Dean, Career Services and Experiental Learning; 502- 452-8242, treale@bellarmine.edu 
Joining an intramural sports team? 
Chuck Vogt, Director of Intramural sports; 502-452-8348, cvogt@bellarmine.edu 
What to do when sick or injured? 
Alice Kimble, Director, Campus Recreation and Health Services; 502-452-8493, makimble@bellarmine.edu 
Who to talk to about personal problems? 
Dr. Gary Petiprin, Director of Counseling Center; 502-452-8480, gpetiprin@bellarmine.edu 
Studying abroad? 
Hannah Holler Egea, Study Abroad Advisor; 502-452-8423, hholler@bellarmine.edu 
Spiritual programs, service, or faith-based networks? 
Dr. Melanie -Prejean Sullivan, Director of Campus Ministry and Service; 502-452-8051, mpsullivan@bellarmine.edu 
Disability Accommodations? 
Ronda Purdy, Coordinator of Disability Services; 502-452-8480, rpurdy@bellarmine.edu 
A more general question about life on campus? 
Helen Grace Ryan, Dean of Students; 502-452-8426, hryan@bellarmine.edu 
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