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J. MILBURN THOMPSON, Ph.D. 
Bellarmine University                    1730 Harvard Drive 
2001 Newburg Road                        Louisville, KY 40205 
Louisville, KY 40205                     502-238-3538 
502-452-8178 
jthompson@bellarmine.edu 
 
 
 CURRICULUM VITAE 
 
 
EDUCATION 
 
A.A. (Magna Cum Laude) Saint Thomas Seminary      1967 

Louisville, Kentucky 
 
B.A. (Cum Laude) St. Mary Seminary & University 1969 
Philosophy Baltimore, Maryland 
 
One Year of Graduate St. Mary Seminary & University 1969-70 
Studies, 30 Credits. Baltimore, Maryland 
 
M.A., Theology Fordham University      1973 

Bronx, New York 
 
Ph.D., Theology Fordham University      1981 
(Christian Ethics) Bronx, New York 
 
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
Professor of Theology    Bellarmine University         2001- 
(Dept. Chair)            2001 Newburg Road 
                         Louisville, KY 40205 
 
Professor of Religious Saint Joseph College 1997-2001 
Studies (Dept. Chair)    1678 Asylum Avenue 
                         West Hartford, CT 
                          
Associate Professor Saint Joseph College 1988-1997 
of Religious Studies 1678 Asylum Avenue 
(Dept. Chair) West Hartford, Connecticut  
 
Assistant Professor Saint Joseph College 1982-88 
of Religious Studies West Hartford, Connecticut  
 
Lecturer II (part-time) Bellarmine College 1977-82 

Louisville, Kentucky  
 
Instructor (part-time) Spalding College 1978-82 

Louisville, Kentucky  
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Graduate Assistant Fordham University 1971-73 
 
Religion Teacher in High Schools sponsored by the Xaverian Brothers 
and the Sisters of Mercy, in Baltimore, New York City, and 
Louisville, for eight years prior to 1982. 
 
COURSES TAUGHT  
 
Contemporary Christian Morality: Method and Issues 
Christian Ethics 
Ultimate Questions (Introduction to Theology and Religion) 
Christian Marriage in a Secular Society 
Christian Peacemaking 
Christianity and Social Justice 
Engaged Spirituality (Graduate level) 
Justice Seekers and Peace Makers 
Moral Issues in Health Care: A Christian Perspective 
Religion, Science, and The Environment 
Ethical Considerations in Business: A Christian Perspective (with a 
colleague in Business) 
Coordinating Seminar (with Department colleagues) 
Ethics Seminar 
Senior Seminar (A Catholic perspective on social issues) 
Saint Joseph College Seminar (1 credit) 
Service Learning Seminar, Honors 
Mexico: Spirituality, Liberation, & Justice in Christian 
Communities (Graduate level, immersion experience course) 
Moral Issues in Pastoral Ministry (Graduate level) 
Moral Choices in Health Care for the Elderly (2 graduate credits)  
           (with a colleague in Nursing) 
 
 
PUBLICATIONS  
BOOK, PAMPHLET, DISSERTATION 
 
Justice and Peace: A Christian Primer. Maryknoll, N.Y.: Orbis 
Books, Revised and Expanded Edition, 2003. 
 
Justice and Peace: A Christian Primer. Maryknoll, N.Y.: Orbis 
Books, 1997. 
 
Martin Luther King, Jr.:  The Dream of a Just Community.  Erie, 
Pennsylvania: Benet Press/Pax Christi USA, 1986, 31 page pamphlet. 
 
Dissertation: Martin Luther King, Jr. and Christian Witness: An 
Interpretation of King Based on a Theological Model of Prophetic 
Witness, Fordham University, 1981, available through University 
Microfilms International, Ann Arbor, Michigan, 48106. 
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ARTICLES IN REFEREED JOURNALS 
 
“Just Peacemaking and the Bush Doctrine,” in Jason W. Davreth, ed., 
Conflict and Conciliation: Faith and Politics in an Age of Global 
Dissonance (Dublin: Columba Press, 2006), pp. 53-82. 
  
“Humanitarian Intervention, Just Peacemaking and the United 
Nations,” Concilium: The Return of the Just War (2001/2) Edited by 
Maria Pilar Aquino and Dietmar Mieth (London: SCM Press, 2001), pp. 
83-93. 
 
"Progressive Christians Should Not Oppose the Expansion of NAFTA," 
The Journal for Peace and Justice Studies 10:2 (Winter, 2000), pp. 
1-27.  
 
"Why Send in the Troops? Christian Ethics and Humanitarian 
Intervention," in Theology: Expanding the Borders: The Annual of 
the College Theology Society, Volume 43, ed. by Maria Pilar Aquino 
and Roberto S. Goizueta. (Mystic, CT: Twenty-Third Publ., 1998), 
pp. 320-33. 
 
"Purposeful Intervention, Christian Ethics, and the Case of Haiti," 
Journal For The Study of Peace and Conflict, (1997-98), pp. 65-77. 
 
"Christian Ethics and Sexual Harassment," in Values, Work, 
Education:  The Meanings of Work, ed. by Samuel M. Natale & Brian 
Rothschild.  Value Inquiry Book Series.  (Amsterdam and Atlanta: 
Rodopi Publications, 1995), pp. 157-182. 
 
"Philippine National Sovereignty and the U. S. Military Bases," in 
Ethnicity, Nationality, and Religious Experience: The Annual of the 
College Theology Society, Volume 37, ed. by Peter C. Phan (Lanham, 
Maryland: University Press of America, 1995), pp. 147-169. 
 
"A Theological Perspective on Church and Politics in the United 
States," in the Proceedings of the First International Conference 
on Social Values, ed. by Samuel Natale & Francis McHugh, Iona 
University, 1992. 
 
"Becoming Peacemakers:  Moral Perspectives for Making Peace," in 
Rising From History:  U. S. Catholic Theology Looks To The Future: 
The Annual of the College Theology Society, Volume 30, edited by 
Robert J. Daly, S.J., (Lanham, Maryland: University Press of 
America, 1987), pp. 171-82. 
 
ARTICLES IN JOURNALS AND PERIODICALS 
 
(with Mary Ann Thompson) "Should We Put Mother in the Nursing 
Home?"  The Catholic World, Vol. 235 (September/October 1992), pp. 
196-201. 
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"Pastoral Ministry and Moral Theology," New Theology Review, Vol. 4 
(February, 1991), pp. 47-63. 
 
(with Mary Ann Thompson), "Ethics Committees in Nursing Homes: A 
Qualitative Research Study," Hospital Ethics Committee (HEC) Forum, 
Vol. 2 (#5 [October], 1990), pp. 315-27. 
 
"Moral Theology, War and Peace: A Bibliographic Survey," Choice, 
Vol. 23 (July/August, 1986), pp. 1637-45. 
 
"Martin Luther King, Jr.:  A Model of Christian Ministry," 
Emmanuel, Vol. 91 (January, 1985), pp. 20-29. 
 
"The Challenge of Peace:  A Theological Response," Emmanuel, Vol. 
90 (July/August, 1984), pp. 13-19. 
 
SHORTER PIECES 
 
Editorials published in The American Catholic, Bristol, CT: 
 
“America’s Shameful Executions,” November, 2003. 
“The Church Should Welcome Homosexual Unions,” October, 2003. 
“The United Nations Is Working Just Fine,” May 2003. 
“It Would Be Wrong To Invade Iraq,” October, 2002. 
“Nuclear Matters,” (June/July, 2002). 
“Justice and Terrorism,” (October, 2001). 
“Disarmament Is the Best Defense,” (July/August, 2000). 
"Banish Guns," (November, 1999). 
"The Priest Shortage is a Failure of Leadership," (Aug./Sept.,     
   1999). 
"The Predicament in Kosovo," (June/July, 1999). 
"Time to Move On," (regarding the Clinton-Lewinsky affair),        
     (October, 1998). 
"Hope for Ireland," (May, 1998). 
"Saddam is Not Satan," (March, 1998). 
"Human Cloning," (March, 1997). 
"Rome Martyrs Another?" (February, 1997). 
"A Lamentable Lack of Serious Public Discourse," (Oct./Nov., 1996). 
"A Call to Reform the Papacy," (Aug./Sept., 1996). 
"Buchanan No Kennedy,"(April/May, 1996). 
"The End of Infallibility," (Dec./Jan., 1995-96). 
“Darts and Hearts," (about Sr. Carmel McEnroy) (Aug./Sept., 1995).  
 
“Condoms and AIDS: The Tragedy of Humanae Vitae,” The American 
Catholic, June/July, 2006, p. 13. 
 
“Does the War Against Terrorism Justify Abusing Human Rights?” The 
American Catholic, feature Article, April, 2006, p. 4. 
 
“Report From Great Britain’s Momentous Summer,” The American 
Catholic, Feature Article, October, 2005, p. 5. 
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“The War President,” The American Catholic, October, 2004. 
 
“Politicians Should Be Welcomed at the Table of the Lord,” 
Feature Article, The American Catholic, August/September, 2004, 
p. 20. 
 
“Bellarmine Namesake Has Stonyhurst Connection,” The Concord 
(February 5, 2003), p. 2. 
 
“Promising New Leader for Anglicans,” The American Catholic 
(October, 2002), p. 7. 
 
"Forget Missile Defense; Focus on Nuclear Disarmament," The 
Hartford Courant (June 2, 2000), op-ed page. 
 
"Pro&Con: Should Americans Purchase Sport Utility Vehicles? No. 
That's Profligate Consumption," The Hartford Courant (Jan. 24, 
1998), op-ed page.  
 
"Legalizing Death Is a Bad Idea," The American Catholic  (June-
July, 1996), commentary, p. 9. 
 
"Groome Addresses Catechism," The American Catholic (April-May, 
1996), pp. 10, 12. 
 
"Never Again," The Hartford Courant (Sunday, August 6, 1995), A 
commentary piece on nuclear disarmament, p. D 1. 
 
"'The Gospel of Life' and Its Absolute Prohibition of Abortion," 
The American Catholic (August/September, 1995), p. 12. 
  
"'Priest' and the Seal of the Sacrament of Penance," The American 
Catholic (June/July, 1995), p. 2. 
 
"United States Should Return Bases to the Philippines," The 
Catholic Transcript (October 4, 1991), op. ed., p. 11. 
 
"Struggling for Human Dignity and Rights," The Catholic Transcript 
(July 26, 1991), p. 2 (Documents of Vatican II Series). 
 
"The World Is Affirmed in `Gaudium et Spes'," The Catholic 
Transcript (July 19, 1991), p. 2 (Documents of Vatican II Series). 
 
"Lessons in the Jeepney," MIPC Communications (Davao City, 
Philippines), Vol. 54 (Spring, 1991), pp. 14-16. 
 
"Little Brown Brothers," Interpretations, The Literary Magazine of 
Saint Joseph College (1991). 
 
"Exposure to the Philippines," SJC Outlook (Winter, 1991), p. 23. 
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"Christian Responsibility and the Gulf Crisis," The Catholic 
Transcript (November 23, 1990), p. 2. 
 
"I Just Want To Leave a Committed Life Behind: Martin Luther King 
Day, 1988"  Interpretations, The Literary Magazine of Saint Joseph 
College (1989). 
 
"INF Treaty: Step Toward Disarmament," The Catholic Transcript 
(February 12, 1988), p. 2. 
 
"Global Education Through Story," Breakthrough, Vol. 8 
(Spring/Summer, 1987), pp. 64-65. 
 
"A Fitting Tribute to an American Hero -- Martin Luther King, Jr." 
The Hartford Courant, (January 20, 1986), op. ed. page. 
 
"The Search For Wisdom: Investiture Reflection, November 1984," 
Interpretations:  The Literary Magazine of Saint Joseph College 
(1985). 
 
"A Tale of Two Targets," The Disarmer (April, 1985), pp. 16-17. 
 
"Two Peas From the Same Pod:  Nuclear Power and Nuclear Weapons," 
Fellowship, Vol. 45 (January/February, 1979), p. 18, (with Patricia 
McCullough). 
 
BOOK REVIEWS 
Since 1984 I have reviewed over 95 books in the following journals: 
Horizons, Cistercian Studies Quarterly, Choice, Living Light, The 
Merton Annual, Religious Studies Review, Emmanuel, Fellowship, 
Viewpoints, and Pax Christi USA. 
 
 
PAPERS DELIVERED AT PROFESSIONAL CONFERENCES/INVITED LECTURES 
 
“Just Peacemaking and the Bush Doctrine.” Presented at an 
International Interdisciplinary Conference on Religion and the 
Politics of Peace and Conflict, hosted by the Irish School of 
Ecumenics, at Trinity College, Dublin, Ireland, June 15-17, 2004. 
Forthcoming in the Conference Proceedings. 
 
“Just Peacemaking and American Foreign Policy,” invited lecture at 
Brescia University, Owensboro, KY, March 19 and 20, 2003. 
 
“Just Peacemaking and the War on Terrorism,” at the Annual Meeting 
of the College Theology Society, held at St. John’s University 
(NY), May 31, 2002. (An earlier version of the paper was presented 
at Bellarmine University, March 19, 2002.) 
 
“Humanitarian Intervention and the Just Peacemaking Paradigm,” at 
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the Annual Meeting of the College Theology Society, held at the 
University of Portland (OR), June 1, 2001. 
 
"Religion, Science, and the Environment," poster session (with Dr. 
Harry McKone), at the Summer Workshop on Religion and Science, 
sponsored by the John Templeton Foundation, MIT, June 29, 1999, and 
at the Summer Workshop at St. Anne’s College, Oxford University, 
England, July 10, 2000. 
 
"The Option for the Poor and the NAFTA," at the Annual Meeting of 
the College Theology Society, held at St. Louis University, May 29, 
1998.  
 
"Teaching Introduction to Peacemaking," at a national conference 
celebrating Justice and Peace Programs at Catholic Colleges and 
Universities, held at Iona College, June 25-27, 1998. 
 
"Why Send in the Troops? Christian Ethics and Purposeful 
Intervention," at the Annual Meeting of the College Theology 
Society, held at the University of San Diego, May, 1997. 
 
"Conscience and Tragedy At the Beginning of Life: Ethical Issues In 
Caring For Seriously Ill Newborns," Keynote address for the Annual 
Meeting of the Connecticut Association of Neonatal Nurses, Nov., 
1996. 
 
"Capital Punishment: A Debate (Against)," presented in the "Ethics 
and Public Policy" lecture series, University of Connecticut, West 
Hartford, Fall, 1996. 
 
"An Ethical Analysis of Sexual Harassment in David Mamet's 
'Oleanna'," presented at the Annual Meeting of the College Theology 
Society held at St. Mary's College, Notre Dame, IN, May, 1994. 
 
"Christian Ethics and Sexual Harassment," presented at the Second 
International Conference on Social Values held in July, 1993, at 
St. Catherine's College, Oxford University, England.  
 
"Catholic Social Teaching and a Just World Order," presented in the 
"Ethics and Foreign Policy" public lecture series, University of 
Connecticut, West Hartford, Connecticut, September, 1991. 
 
"A Theological Perspective on Church and Politics in the United 
States," presented at First International Conference on Social 
Values, which focused on Rerum Novarum, held at Cambridge 
University, England, July, 1991.  
 
"Philippine National Sovereignty and the U. S. Military Bases:  An 
Ethical Analysis Rooted in Catholic Social Teaching," delivered at 
the Annual Meeting of the College Theology Society held at Loyola 
University, Chicago, Illinois, June, 1991. 
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"The Philippines:  An Ethical Case Study in U. S. Foreign Policy 
Towards the Two-Thirds World," delivered at the Annual Meeting of 
the College Theology Society, Loyola Marymount University, May, 
1988."  (An earlier version of this paper was presented in a public 
lecture series on "Ethics and Foreign Policy" at the University of 
Connecticut, West Hartford, Connecticut, Fall, 1987.) 
 
"Christian Conscience and Church Authority:  Pastoral Ministry's 
Benefit and Burden," delivered at the Annual Meeting of the College 
Theology Society, Xavier University, Cincinnati, Ohio, June, 1986.  
 
"Becoming Peacemakers:  Moral Perspectives for Living in Peace," 
delivered at the Annual Meeting of the College Theology Society, 
Cardinal Stitch College, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, June, 1984. 
 
Convened a Book Review Session on Alan Geyer's, The Idea of 
Disarmament, at the Annual Meeting of the Society of Christian 
Ethics in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, January, 1984. 
 
Keynote Address on "Public Policy:  Who Will Receive Care?" 
delivered at the 77th Annual Convention of the Connecticut Nurses' 
Association in Meriden, Connecticut, 1983. 
 
MEMBERSHIPS IN PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
 
College Theology Society (Convener, Ethics Section, 1986-88;       
  Justice and Peace Section, 1995-98). 
Society of Christian Ethics 
Catholic Theological Society of America 
The Hastings Center (Bioethics) 
The Park Ridge Center (Bioethics) 
The Peace Studies Association 
American Association of University Professors 
Pax Christi, U.S.A.;  Bread for the World;  Network 
Fellowship of Reconciliation (Co-Chair, Louisville Chapter, 1977-
78, 1981-82) 
 
FACULTY COMMITTEES 
Bellarmine University: 
Faculty Council (2003-    ) 
Academic Affairs Subcommittee of the Board of Trustees (2004) 
Search Committee for Dean of Arts and Sciences (2004) 
Theology Search Committee (Chair, 2004) 
CORE Committee (2003-    ) 
President’s Scholarship Awards Committee (2003, 2004, 2005) 
Council of Chairs of Bellarmine College of Arts and Science (2001-  
Educational Affairs Committee (2001-    ), Subcommittee H (2001-03) 
Planning Committee for the Ethics and Social Justice Center (2001- 
Campus Ministry Council (2001- 
Task Force on the Gay/Straight Alliance (2001) 
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Saint Joseph College: 
Planning and Budgeting Committee (1999-2001) 
Search Committee for Philosophy (2000-2001) 
Search Committee for Psychology (2000-2001) 
Program Review Committee (1999-2000) 
International Programs and Policy Committee (1998-2000) Secretary  
    (1998-99) 
Search Committee for Director of Campus Ministry ((1997-98) 
Ad Hoc Peer College Committee (1996-97, 1999-2000) 
Search Committee for Vice President for Financial Affairs (1994-95) 
Search Committee for Psychology (1994) 
Faculty Mentor Program (1993-1994) 
SJC Outlook (Alumnae Magazine) Advisory Board (1993-1999) 
NEASC Planning Committee (1993-95), Co-chair Mission and           
     Purposes Standard 
Mission Effectiveness Committee (1993-94), Secretary 
Chair, Faculty Committee of the Whole (1992-94) 
Executive Committee of the Faculty Committee of the Whole (1992-96) 
Annual Sustaining Fund Committee (1992-94) 
Strategic Planning Committee (1992-93, 1997) 
Ad Hoc Study Group on the Mission and Identity of a Catholic       
    College (1991-93), Secretary and Spokesperson 
Task Force to Plan the Core Course on Ethics, Chair (1989-1994) 
Promotion and Tenure Committee (1989-90) 
Faculty Affairs Committee (1987-89), Chairperson (1988-89) 
Search Committee for Director of Continuing Education (1987) 
Search Committee for Library Director, Chairperson (1987) 
Minority Affairs Committee, Chairperson (1985-87) 
Nominating Committee (1985-87)  
Search Committee for President (1984) 
Library Advisory Committee (1983-88), Chairperson (1983-84, 86-88) 
Minority Task Force, Chairperson (1983-85) 
Grievance Committee (1983-87) 
Continuing Education Committee (1983-84) 
 
 
AWARDS, GRANTS, AND HONORS 
 
John Templeton Foundation: Award (with Prof. Harry McKone, 
Chemistry) for a new course in Religion and Science, 1999. Award 
for a Religion and Science course in a different format, 2001. 
 
Justice and Peace: A Christian Primer, (Orbis, 1997), received a 
First Place Award in the Education Division from the Catholic Press 
Association, and an Honorable Mention for Pax Christi's Annual Book 
Award, 1998. 
 
Recipient of the Rev. John J. Stack Award for Teaching Excellence 
at Saint Joseph College, 1997. 
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InterFaith Hunger Appeal: matching grant for one-day Workshop on   
"New Perspectives on the Pedagogy on Women in Development," (with 
Dr. Shyamala Raman, Economics) Fall, 1995. 
 
Yale Visiting Faculty Fellowship, 1985-86 (Peace Theology 
Research). 
 
George A. and Grace L. Long Foundation: Grant for four lectures in 
Justice and Peace Studies held at Saint Joseph College, 1985-87. 
 
OTHER EXPERIENCE 
 
With Brian Snee (Communications) developed a Peace Studies Minor at 
Bellarmine University. 
 
Member of the Ethics Committee of Norton’s Kosair Children’s 
Hospital (2006- 
 
Member of the Advisory Council for Crossroads Ministry, St. William 
Church (2004-2006) 
 
Highlands Court Board of Directors (2004- 
 
Justice and Peace Committee, St. Francis of Assisi Church (2004- 
 
Member of the Ethics Committee of Norton Audubon Hospital, 
Louisville, KY (2001- 
 
Associate Director (with Dr. Barry Padgett) of the Ethics and 
Social Justice Center, Bellarmine University, (2001- 
 
Member of the Board of Trustees of the Collaborative Center for 
Justice, Hartford, CT, (1999-2001). 
 
Ethics Committee, Duncaster Independent Living Community, 
Bloomfield, CT (1998-2001). 
 
Ethics Commission, Town of Bloomfield, CT (1998-2001). 
 
Member of the Board of Directors of The American Catholic an 
alternative Catholic paper published by laity, Bristol, CT (1994-
2001), President (1998-2000). 
 
Member of the Ethics Committee of Kaiser Permanente Health 
Maintenance Organization of Greater Hartford (1993-1998). 
 
Consultant to the Visiting Nurses' Association of Hartford on 
Ethics (1993-2001). 
 
Exposure in the Philippines on a Sabbatical Leave, Fall, 1990. 
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Research at the Peace Studies Program of the University of 
Bradford, England, Summer, 1991. 
 
Member of the Ethics Committee of Avery Heights, Church Homes, 
Inc., Hartford, CT (1991-1998). 
 
Member of the Planning Committee for the Synod of the Archdiocese 
of Hartford, 1989-1991. 
 
Member of the Board of Trustees of Saint Mary Home, West Hartford, 
CT (1988-1993). 
 
Member of the Ethics Committee of Saint Mary Home, West Hartford, 
CT (1987-2001); Chair (1990-93). (We received two grants from the 
Connecticut Humanities Council to do educational conferences on 
ethics and long-term care.) 
 
Member of the Justice and Peace Commission of the Archdiocese of 
Hartford, 1986-1992; Chairperson, 1988-1992. 
 
Developed and Directed an interdisciplinary Minor in Justice and 
Peace Studies based in the Religious Studies Department of Saint 
Joseph College (1983-2001). 
 
Lecturer on Moral Theology for the Lay Ministry Program sponsored 
by the Office of Religious Education of the Archdiocese of 
Hartford, 1983-1993; Diocese of Norwich, 1994-1999. 
 
Local Speaker on issues of Peace, Justice, Christian Ethics, and 
Health Care Ethics.  (Over 200 presentations since 1982.) 
 
Regularly attend conferences and lectures on topics of professional 
interest. 
 
Traveled extensively in Europe and the Middle East, Fall/Winter, 
1980-81. Travel often to Great Britain. 
 
Nursing Assistant, Emergency Room, Methodist Evangelical Hospital, 
Louisville, Kentucky, 1981. 
 
Member of the Peace and Justice Commission of the Archdiocese of 
Louisville, 1977-79, Chairperson of the Task Force on Integration. 
 
Volunteer, Christian Appalachian Project, Eastern Kentucky, Summer, 
1971. 
 
Alcoholism Counselor in an urban, Black community, Baltimore, 
Maryland, 1970. 
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