MATH 430 	Operations Research
	
THE PAPER

Since Operations Research began as a very applied area of mathematics, and continues to be so, I want you to see a more specific application than the topics discussed in class. You are required to write a summary of one of the articles in the attached list. Identify the method or methods used in the article (linear programming, integer programming, transportation problem, etc.). Explain how the algorithm(s) were used in the article and how they were applied to the particular situation. I am particularly interested in the underlying mathematics used in the application.
 
Some specific requirements:

· Your selection, including a copy of the article, must be turned in no later than Thursday, Sept. 29. Everyone must write on a different article, so the first person to turn in a selection gets that article. I will deduct 5 points for each day this is late. 

· Four to six pages, not including any diagrams 

· Double-spaced in 12-pt. font, with page numbers 

· Turn in two copies of the paper and a copy of the article. 

· The paper is due on Thursday, November 10 at the beginning of class; later that day is LATE!  I will deduct 10 points for each day the paper is late. 


Your paper will be graded by the rubric on the next page.



	Outstanding (100 pts.) 
	The paper has a clear introduction previewing the topic.
The main points are clearly stated and well organized.
There is a clear conclusion summarizing the topic.
The method is correctly identified.
The application of the algorithm is clearly explained.
Diagrams are clear and accurate, and integrated into the report.
The level of presentation is appropriate for the audience.
Sources are properly cited and a correct bibliography is included.
The paper uses correct grammar and spelling (no slang!).
Two copies are submitted, and a copy of the article.

	Good (80 pts.)
	The paper has an introduction.
The paper lacks some organization.
Some main points are not clear.
The paper has a conclusion.
The method is correctly identified.
The explanation of the algorithm has only minor errors.
The level of presentation is almost always appropriate for the audience.
Diagrams lack some clarity or are not integrated into the paper.
Sources are given and a bibliography is included.
The paper has only minor difficulties with grammar or spelling.
Two copies are submitted, and a copy of the article.

	Minimal (60 pts.)
	The paper lacks an introduction or conclusion.
The paper is poorly organized.
Main points are not clear.
The method is not correctly identified.
There are significant errors in explaining the algorithm.
Diagrams are needed but not included.
The level of presentation does not match the audience.
No sources are given or the bibliography is missing.
The paper has significant difficulties with grammar or spelling.
Only one copy is submitted, or a copy of the article is not submitted.

	Not acceptable (0 pts.)
	No report is submitted.





