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 In my classroom there are two students with IEP’s. Both are considered developmental 

delay, but one has a few more diagnoses than the other. The one who is solely considered to be 

developmental delay is a 6 year old boy who operates on more of a 4 year old level. He has 

trouble paying attention and acts out often in class. He cannot sit still for long periods of time 

and he struggles very much with the academic work. While he struggles at first, eventually he 

does catch on to how to complete the material, even though he may not understand why or what 

he is doing.  

 For example, in math class we have been working on addition story problems. The boy in 

my class still uses unifix cubes to solve the problems while others are drawing pictures. After 

they draw their pictures, they write out an equation, while he just cannot seem to grasp how to 

write out the equation, even though he may add the two numbers correctly and get the correct 

answer. He also struggles with understanding why he is supposed to add, or what addition really 

means. He may do the operation correctly, but I think he will struggle more when having to 

choose later on whether he needs to add or subtract.  

 When it comes to reading, his IEP requires that he be taken out of the classroom by a 

special ed. teacher so that he may receive one-to-one attention and interventions with reading. 

The student struggles with identifying letters and letter sounds, and even has trouble telling you 

how to spell his name. When we work on writer’s notebooks, I usually will sit next to him and 

gradually help him figure out how to spell the words he wants to use. While his delays are not 
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that behind, it is easy for me to see that if I was not there to sit with him how hard it would be for 

him to receive one to one attention from my cooperating teacher, simply because she has so 

many students she need to worry about.  

 One to one attention seems to work best with the student but we all know it is not always 

an option. My teacher takes special consideration to make sure that she is making appropriate 

accommodations to meet the needs of the students. For example, in math she makes sure he 

always has the opportunity to use concrete models such as unifix cubes and pattern blocks, as 

well that he understands the problem and how he should solve it. Many times when my teacher 

will assign the students to work in pairs, she will pair the students with a more advanced student 

in the class, in hopes they can act as a peer tutor on whatever the class is learning at the time. 

Like I stated before though, I think when the student leaves the class to receive one to one 

attention from his ECE teacher is what benefits him the most. That is a more relaxed and 

structured environment, as opposed to the crazy things that may be going in his “regular” ed. 

classroom.  

 I think another reason the ECE classroom is good for the student is because he has less 

distractions. In the regular ed. Classroom he is more worried about being the class clown than 

sitting down to do his work. It is also hard for my teacher to watch him at all times and make 

sure he is staying on task when she has 19 other students who also need her attention.  

 In my teachers defense, though she does all she can to make sure the boy receives the 

attention he needs, it is just very difficult to do on her own all day. The student is developing 

very well socially and has many friends in the class. He loves to be around other students and 

many will pick him as partner when they have the chance to choose their own. I think this good 
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relationship with his peers makes the academics in school easier for the student. The other ECE 

student in my class, for example, is not socially adapting as well as his classmate, and struggles 

more academically, as well competing socially to make friends.  

 The ECE students in my class are not the only ones who receive accommodations 

throughout the day. Four students have been identified as being on a tier 2 intervention level and 

three others have been identified as a tier 3. Accommodations are made throughout the day to 

help these students.  

 For example, during reading these students are pulled out of class in two different groups 

and placed into a reading recovery room. In this room they work with a teacher who is specially 

trained in reading, in hopes that they will catch up to the level of their other classmates. The tier 

3 students are also pulled out individually throughout the day by the same teacher to receive a 

little bit more extra attention on their reading and writing.  

 My teacher also does a wonderful job of differentiating instruction and using the students 

who are on, or above grade level, to her advantage. Like I said earlier, in math class she will try 

to pair a student who is struggling with someone who is not, so that the other student almost acts 

as more of a peer tutor when she cannot give the student individual attention. Group and partner 

work is used often throughout the day in my classroom. It seems to be very beneficial to all 

students not just the ones who are struggling. They all love partner work, and getting to work 

with their classmates, and many will tell you that group work makes the academic part of school 

much more fun.  

 I think all of these accommodations and teaching methods have proved to be very 

effective for all the students in my classroom. Many are improving constantly with the concepts 
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they were recently struggling with, and individual attention is given to those students who truly 

need it. While the attention is not always given solely by my cooperating teacher, she also works 

with other teachers in the school to ensure that the needs of her students are being met. 

 I have really enjoyed my field placement for this semester, and have learned a lot about 

how to accommodate for the needs of other students.   Most importantly, I now know how to 

better differentiate instruction, for the advancement of the students in need of it most. 
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