LIBERATION THEOLOGY: 

DEVELOPING COMMUNITY, DEEPENING CONSCIOUSNESS, AND DEMONSTRATING COURAGE
IDC 401T
Spring, 2009
Bellarmine Mission

Bellarmine University is an independent Catholic university serving the region, nation and world by educating talented, diverse students of all faiths and many ages, nations, and cultures, and with respect for each individual's intrinsic value and dignity. We educate our students through undergraduate and graduate programs in the liberal arts and professional studies, within which students develop the intellectual, moral, ethical and professional competencies for successful living, work, leadership and service to others. We achieve these goals in an educational environment committed to excellence, academic freedom, and authentic conversations not dominated by particular political or other single perspective and thus to thoughtful, informed consideration of serious ideas, values, and issues, time-honored and contemporary, across a broad range of compelling regional, national and international matters. By these means, Bellarmine seeks to benefit the public interest, to help create the future, and to improve the human condition. Thus we strive to be worthy of our foundational motto: In Veritatis Amore, In the Love of Truth.
Instructor:

Adam Renner, Ph. D




Office:  

BOB 306




Phone:  

452-8135 (o), 513-673-2672 (c)
    


Email:  

arenner@bellarmine.edu
 

Office Hours:
Mondays 8:30-11:30, Tuesdays/Thursdays 3:00-4:00, 
Fridays 12:00-1:00 and by appointment
Class Meets: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 4:30-5:45
TEXTS:

· Gustavo Gutierrez, A Theology of Liberation, Orbis Books, 0-88344-542-5

· James Cone, A Black Theology of Liberation, Orbis Books, 0-88344-685-5

· Cornel West, Hope on a Tightrope, Smiley Books, 978-1-4019-2186-6

· Other readings as made available and The Longman Writer’s Companion
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
The Senior Seminar is the capstone experience in the general education of a Bellarmine student. It has as its primary focus the development of students’ abilities to examine contemporary issues in a comprehensive and integrated way within a Catholic social justice perspective and a liberal arts and sciences context. Seniors from various disciplines come together in small groups with a faculty member to reflect on critical issues facing contemporary society, such as racism, economic and social justice, environmental concerns, national and international crises, and ethical issues arising from developments in science, medicine, and technology. Students are also expected to bring the knowledge and skills gained in their major fields of study and their other general education courses to the seminar as appropriate. (Prerequisite: IDC.301 and senior status.)
What this course will accomplish is both simple and complex. Its goal references one of Bellarmine’s previous mission statements: “evaluate this society and exercise our trained human powers to change it whenever necessary.” I believe we will do this by learning how to live as a community in this class, developing the processes to change ourselves, thereby creating the possibility of changing others and the society.  Beginning from a premise that the social construction of difference (which becomes hierarchicalized within social arrangements) necessarily leads to social injustice, particularly in capitalistic societies which focus on the rights of individuals and private property, then, the concept of community becomes crucial to a possible understanding of how we might work to ameliorate the inequities toward a more hopeful, creative, democratic, and just possibility.  In particular, we will seek this community through the lens of liberation theology.

Liberation Theology is an “effort to think clearly about the meaning of religious faith in the context of oppression, war, poverty, inequality and environmental destruction, and the effort to live a compassionate, courageous and life-sustaining response to those conditions, a response that both addresses the needs of those who are injured and oppressed, and also works to change the structures and ongoing processes of injury and oppression. Liberation theology varies greatly according to the culture in which it arises, but its underlying themes are immediately recognizable across the world: the transformation of everyday life through a new awakening of compassion, courage, truthfulness and justice.  It is a work in progress, born out of enormous pain and extraordinary hope, which is sure to inspire many and offend many.” (from www.liberationtheology.org) 

 

Seems an apt theology for a university whose mission is to “improve the human condition.”  
  

As you know, a big part of senior seminar is the opportunity to collaborate—to learn more about our world and to try to begin to make sense of it together.  There is no body of information that must be memorized during this semester for you to be successful, though we will cover a great deal of ground (covering such topics as homelessness, globalization, and the politics of hope).  You will most certainly not have to regurgitate anything I say (or believe). Instead, your/our success will be based on the extent to which we/you are able to grow in our ability to think and act for others, as well as live more authentic/connected/compassionate lives.  

 

To help connect the theory of the course to reality, we will spend the middle 9-10 weeks of the course visiting the Volunteers of America Family Shelter (corner of Preston and Ormsby) one class period per week.  So, that means from around the end of January to the beginning of April, we’ll have class in the classroom once/week and class at VOA once/week.  Given that our class meets from 4:30-5:45, this will give us an opportunity to help serve VOA in a number of ways: opening up their toddler room (to give parents some respite!), helping with dinner (prep, serving, and/or clean up), assisting kids with homework, and/or working on some type of beautification project for the shelter.  Needless to say, they are pretty excited about having us down there.  I’m going on seven years of work with this particular shelter with students so I can assure you that it will be a provocative, real, and sometimes inspiring experience.

Ultimately, there will be no product in this course, only process—you in the process.  Both of which you will be able to take anywhere, anytime. 

This class is about you/us.  You are far more important than the material. You are the subject of this senior seminar as we look toward hope and (re)humanization. 
Only on the condition that you are ready to engage you and your community should you remain in this course. By remaining, you agree to fulfill the main course objectives.

COURSE METHODOLOGY:
This course adheres to a socially reconstructionist philosophy, grounded in a critical, engaged, and problem-posing pedagogical approach to inquiry and teaching.  We will be required to deeply examine our beliefs about social difference and social justice.  This examination (through readings, discussions, field work, writing, collaboration, and reflection) will begin where we are.  Continuous assessment and reflection will reveal to what extent we have critically shifted/evolved in our thinking.

CONNECTIONS: (See table on p. 6 in terms of how these connect to course objectives)
	IDC Learning Outcomes
for this course (IDC Skills):
	Relevance to Bellarmine’s Mission,
Gen Ed Objectives, or Dept. Goals

	1. Research Skills
	Mission Statement—authentic conversations… thoughtful, informed consideration of serious ideas, values and issues … across a broad range of compelling concerns.

Gen ED outcome—knowledge and understanding.

Senior Seminar goals—gathering a broad spectrum of facts and information as a context for critical thinking

	2. Writing skills
	Mission Statement—intellectual competencies… for successful living, work, leadership and service to others; educational excellence

Gen Ed outcome—facility in written communication

Senior Seminar goals—writing with clarity, grace, thoughtfulness, and critical acumen


	3.   Critical Thinking skills

 
	Mission Statement --developing intellectual competencies

Gen Ed outcome --critical thinking skills

Senior Seminar Goal—the ability to weigh facts, information, analysis, evaluation, in forming and challenging one’s own position

	4. Communication

     skills

 
	Mission statement – a commitment to authentic conversations

Gen Ed outcome – facility in oral communication

Senior Seminar Goals—

leading and participating in a prepared, engaged, critical conversation that requires listening, reflection, and communication

	5.  Understanding civic responsibility within the framework of  Catholic  Social Teaching

 
	Mission Statement – develop the intellectual, moral, ethical and professional competencies for a successful life

Gen Ed outcome – 

Senior Seminar Goals—familiarity with the principles of Catholic social teaching,  and awareness of the pressing social, political, economic, and moral issues of the day

	6.  Comprehensive

     Integration

 
	Mission statement – educational environment not dominated by single perspectives

Gen Ed outcome – 

Senior Seminar Goals—

approaching problems and issues from a multidisciplinary perspective and demonstrating an understanding that they are complex and multifaceted


LEARNER OBJECTIVES:

1. We will “evaluate this society and (learn the processes to) exercise our trained human powers to change it whenever necessary.”
2. We will wrestle with assigned readings in order to engage in and lead critical discussions regarding liberation theology, homelessness, globalization, and the politics of hope. (See the participation rubric at: http://www.bellarmine.edu/faculty/arenner/idc/assessment%20version%202.htm)
3. We will carefully and critically analyze the selected readings by providing a group presentation to class.  (See the participation rubric at: http://www.bellarmine.edu/faculty/arenner/idc/assessment%20version%202.htm) 
4. We will carefully and critically synthesize the course experience by 

a. Engaging in a course-long project/performance that symbolizes/characterizes/demonstrates your understanding of community, and
b. Constructing a 15-20 page, research-based, rigorously argued position paper which connects our community work with liberation theology, homelessness, globalization, and the politics of hope (See writing/ research rubric at: http://www.bellarmine.edu/faculty/arenner/idc/assessment%20version%202.htm)  
5. We will demonstrate an enhanced understanding of Catholic Social Teaching.  (See the participation rubric at: http://www.bellarmine.edu/faculty/arenner/idc/assessment%20version%202.htm) 
6. We will “apply a global perspective to analyses of social, economic, political, and environmental issues” (QEP Goal 4, completion of GPI--January 15-30 and IDI-- March 15-30) 

ASSESSMENT:
Attendance (100 points)
You are expected to be a thoughtful, active, and informed member of class discussions, lectures, individual presentations, and group activities.  You are also expected to attend each class session, arrive punctually, and be prepared by having read the required assignments.  Of course, circumstances beyond our control will arise during the semester and cause an absence.  My attendance policy, therefore, is as follows: One absence for any reason is totally forgiven.  A second or third absence, which must be excused will result in a reduction of 30 points from this grade.  A fourth or fifth absence, which also must be excused will result in a 60 point loss from this grade.  A sixth absence will result in a total loss of the attendance grade.  A seventh absence will constitute failure of the course.

The University requires students who will be absent from class while representing the University to inform their instructors in two steps.  During the first week of the course, students must meet with each instructor to discuss the attendance policy and arrangements for absences related to University-sponsored events.  Second, students must provide the instructor with a signed Student Absentee Notification Form, available via the student portal on the University intranet, at the earliest possible opportunity, but not later than the week prior to the anticipated absence.  The Student Absentee Notification Form does not serve as an excused absence from class.  Your instructor has the final say about excused and unexcused absences and it is the student’s responsibility to know and abide by the instructor’s policy.
Participation (300 points)
As your physical presence makes up a total of one hundred points of your grade, three hundred additional points of your grade will be comprised of your participation. This grade will be negotiated between the instructors and the student toward the end of the semester.  The participation grade will be based on both your in class and online work.  In order to achieve an “A” in participation, students, at a minimum, must demonstrate critical engagement with the material and their colleagues in both areas.  It will be up to the student to be visible and vocal in their participation. Students should be prepared to advocate for their participation grade using the items above as evidence. Students may also consult with the professor at any time during the course regarding their progress in participation. This is strongly encouraged.

Presentation (200 points)
Exact assignment to be developed with students.
In part, the assignment will involve:

· Collaboration with classmates on jointly-selected themes/topic(s) from the semester

· Research-based presentation to the entire class

· Forms draft for and provides opportunity for feedback for final research paper
Final Paper (400 points)
Exact assignment to be developed with students.

Non-negotiable elements include:

· 15-20 written pages

· research-based, using a minimum of 5 sources

· use of global/critical lens (argument of rigorously researched position)

· topics to include central concepts covered during the semester relative to liberation theology (e.g., solidarity, hope, the church, salvation, etc.) connected to structural issues of injustice (e.g., poverty, homelessness, corporate globalization, racism, etc.)
	Assessment
	Learner Objective
	IDC Skill (see pp. 3-4)

	Attendance
	1, 2
	

	Participation (in class, online, etc.)
	1, 2, 5, 6
	Writing, Critical Thinking, Communication, 

	Presentation 
	2, 3, 5, 6
	Writing, Critical Thinking, Catholic Social Teaching, 

Communication, Research 

	Final paper
	1, 2, 4, 5, 6
	Writing, Critical Thinking, Communication, Catholic Social Teaching, Research, Comprehensive Integration


GRADES:


A
940-1000
B+
880-899
C+
780-799
F
<700


A-
900-939
B
840-879
C
740-779






B-
800-839
C-
700-739
SEVERE WEATHER:

Refer to the current student handbook for details regarding changes in schedule due to bad weather.  Faculty will arrange class schedules to meet course objectives in the event classes will be cancelled. 
ACADEMIC HONESTY:

I strongly endorse and will follow the academic honesty policy as published in Bellarmine’s Catalog 2007-2009 (pp. 48-49) and in the 2007-2008 Student Handbook (pp. 16-19); both documents are available online via the student portal on the University’s intranet.  Students must be fully aware of what constitutes academic dishonesty; claims of ignorance cannot be used to justify or rationalize dishonest acts.  Academic dishonesty can take a number of forms, including but not limited to cheating, plagiarism, fabrication, aiding and abetting, multiple submissions, obtaining unfair advantage, and unauthorized access to academic or administrative systems or information.  Definitions of each of these forms of academic dishonesty are provided in the academic honesty section of the 2007-2008 Student Handbook.  All detected instances of academic dishonesty will be reported to the Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs, and sanctions will be imposed as dictated by the policy.  Penalties range from failing an assignment or test to dismissal from the University, depending, in part, on the student’s previous record of academic dishonesty. On the second offense during a student’s academic career, as a minimum additional penalty, the SVPAA will immediately suspend the student for the semester in which the most recent offense took place.  On the third offense, the SVPAA will immediately dismiss the student from the University.  
ACADEMIC RESOURCE CENTER (ARC): 

Bellarmine University is committed to providing services and programs that assist all students in further developing their learning and study skills and in reaching their academic goals.  Students needing or wanting additional and/or specialized assistance related to study techniques, writing, time management, tutoring, test-taking strategies, etc., should seek out the resources of the ARC, located on the A-level of the W.L. Lyons Brown Library.  Call 452-8071 for more information.

DISABILITY SERVICES:

Students with disabilities who require accommodations (academic adjustments and/or auxiliary aids or services) for this course must contact the Disability Services Coordinator.  Please do not request accommodations directly from the professor.  The Disability Services Coordinator is located in the Counseling Center, phone 452-8480.

TENTATIVE COURSE CALENDAR (Calendar is subject to change where identified by the instructor an/or as agreed to by the class and the instructor)
Launching from our texts, other assigned readings, and experience, we will explore the following topics/theories/concepts at a pace appropriate to our community:
January

6

class intro; handout volunteer forms
(read related websites and intro to the revised edition: expanding the view in Gutierrez)
8

liberation theology 
(read part 1 of Gutierrez and the key principles of Catholic Social Teaching) 

13, 15
catholic social teaching
(read part 2 of Gutierrez)

20, 22
globalization and homelessness
27

orientation at VOA

29

VOA
February

(read preface to 1986 edition and Chapters 1 & 2 of Cone)

3

liberation theolog(y/ies)
5

VOA
(read Chapter 3—Cone and Chapter 9—Gutierrez)

10

Revelation, Liberation, and Salvation

12

VOA
(read Chapter 4—Cone, Chapter 10—Gutierrez)

17

God

19

VOA
(read Chapter 5—Cone)

24

Human beings and Freedom
26

VOA
March 

(read Chapters 6-7—Cone, Chapters 11-12—Gutierrez)

10

Jesus, politics, and the church
12

VOA
(read Chapter 13—Gutierrez, Chapter 1—West)

17

Our state of emergency: Solidarity and Protest
19

VOA
(read Chapters 2-5 of West)

24

The politics of hope and humanization: Courage, Philosophy, 

Identity, and Faith
26

VOA
(read Chapters 6-8 of West)

31
The politics of hope and humanization: Family, Music, and Leadership
April 

2

VOA (last visit)
(read Chapters 9-12 of West)

7
The politics of hope and humanization: Love and Service, Social Justice, Freedom, and Wisdom
14
Presentations
16

Presentations 

21

Presentations
23

Presentations

30

revisiting liberation theology

Final papers due
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