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Introduction

The IDC sequence consisting of four interdisciplinary courses forms the Core of the general education requirement at Bellarmine University.   Introduced in 1997 as a key component of the reformed general education curriculum, the Core is designed to provide a coherent, integrated, and developmental sequence of courses for undergraduate students as they progress through their general education requirements.   The Core has three overarching sets of objectives: skill development, discipline integration, and incorporation of the Catholic tradition of social justice.   These three sets of objectives are hierarchical in nature with skill development forming the foundation, discipline integration providing the structure and the Catholic perspective on contemporary social issues providing the capstone experience.   However, it is expected that though the emphasis of each set of objectives will vary by academic and developmental level, each course will include a component of each.      

The IDC sequence consists of two seminars and two experience courses.    Students take the courses in the following order:

Freshman Year  

IDC.101 – Freshman Seminar 

Sophomore Year  
IDC. 200 – U.S. Experience

Junior Year  
IDC. 301 – Transcultural Experience

Senior Year  

IDC. 401 – Senior Seminar   

It is vitally important that students take the IDC sequence in the correct order because of the developmental design of the sequence.   

Objectives

By the end of the IDC sequence students will have successfully achieved the following objectives (grouped by the three categories of skill development, discipline integration and incorporation of the Catholic perspective on contemporary social issues and aligned where possible with the General Education Requirements):

SKILL DEVELOPMENT 

Students will demonstrate that they have accomplished the objectives and outcomes for each of the following skill sets:

1.
Seminar Skills 

[Students will learn to use] logic, persuasion and consensus building skills in interpersonal, group and public settings.

· Goal 8: Communication Skills, Expectation d 

2.
Small Group Work Skills

[Students will learn to work] in multidisciplinary groups in order to address complex problems.

· Goal 10: Comprehensive Integration, Expectation e

3.
Writing Skills

Students will learn to write clearly and thoughtfully. 

· Goal 8: Communication Skills, Objective 1

4. Reading Skills

Students will learn to read and listen with insight. 

Goal 8: Communication Skills, Objective 3

5. Oral Communication Skills

Students will learn to speak clearly and thoughtfully. 

Goal 8: Communication Skills, Objective 2

6. Information Literacy Skills

Students will be information literate.

Information Literacy Goals 

7. Critical Thinking Skills 

Students will learn to describe and employ higher-order cognitive skills.

Goal 7: Thinking Skills, Objective 1


Students will learn to think critically and creatively.

Goal 7: Thinking Skills, Objective 2

Students will learn to solve problems by applying such thinking to both fresh and familiar situations.

Goal 7: Thinking Skills, Objective 3

8. Reflection Skills 

Students will reflect on, and self-evaluate, their IDC experience.

These objectives are, of course, not the sole domain of the Core and should not be thought of as being developed in isolation from the rest of a student’s curriculum.   Indeed, it is expected that students will be constantly building on and applying these skills as they progress through their other general education requirements and their major area of study and then applying their expertise to their Core courses in a continuous dialog.   

DISCIPLINE INTEGRATION

Students will have:

1. Explored two or more subject areas in depth (multidisciplinary perspective).    

2. Examined and demonstrated the interaction and integration among the subject areas (interdisciplinary perspective). 

[Students will discover] the connections among disciplines.

· Goal 10: Comprehensive Integration, Expectation c
3.
Developed the ability to comprehensively integrate curricular and extra-curricular content, skills and experiences.

Students will develop the ability to discern interconnections and interdependencies among various realms of being, forms of knowing, and modes of acting.

· Goal 10: Comprehensive Integration, Objective 1

Students will develop the ability to grasp reality as a multidimensional whole.

· Goal 10: Comprehensive Integration, Objective 2

Catholic Perspective on Contemporary Social Issues

Students will demonstrate that they have:

1. Developed the ability to examine contemporary social issues.

2. Developed an understanding of the Catholic perspective on contemporary social issues

Students will come to pursue the virtuous life by learning to make informed moral choices, to respect the dignity of all persons, and to confront intolerance in all its forms.

· Goal 9: A Commitment to the Pursuit of Virtue, Objective 1

3. Engaged in activities of responsible citizenship

Students will [learn to] become community leaders committed to personal, civic, and ecological betterment.

· Goal 9: A Commitment to the Pursuit of Virtue, Objective 2

CONTENT OBJECTIVES

These will be topic specific and specified by the instructor.  They may or may not address the General Education Requirements.

Course Descriptions

The following descriptions should be considered as introductory in nature.   Each course has its own Guidelines, Objectives and Outcomes document which contains a full description of the course.

IDC. 101 – Freshman Seminar

The catalog description for Freshman Seminar is as follows: The freshman seminar is designed to engage students, at the very start of their university careers, in serious academic inquiry with an interdisciplinary focus.   Its topics are set by the individual instructor, in consultation with the Core director, and reflect a wide range of interdisciplinary concerns.   Recent seminars have focused, for example, on such issues as Popular Culture, the American Civil Rights Movement, Einstein, Evolution and Human Nature, and Children’s Issues.   Students are encouraged to practice both critical and creative approaches to the individual seminar topic, and to develop essential university-level abilities in oral and written communication.   

Within the content framework of investigating a significant topic or issue, the primary focus of Freshman Seminar courses is to help students begin to achieve the seven skill development objectives outlined above.   In addition, a level of discipline integration is expected; the degree to which this takes place will depend to some extent on the nature of the topic chosen for study.   The inclusion of elements of the Catholic perspective on contemporary social issues will depend on the topic chosen.  However, it is expected that students in the freshman seminar will be apprised of the developmental sequence of the entire core and the place of freshman seminar in that sequence.

IDC. 200 – U.S. Experience and IDC. 301 – Transcultural Experience

The catalog description of the U.S. Experience course reads as follows: The U.S. Experience course is designed to focus on an important issue connected with the history and nature of U.S. culture.   Whatever the theme of any individual course section, it will be studied through approaches provided by more than one discipline of thought.   For example, a course on the American Family might involve working from a combination of sociological, psychological, and literary perspectives; a course on the U.S. Constitution might include the philosophical, political, and historical factors that contributed to its writing and character; and one on the American Space Program might combine scientific and historical approaches.

The catalog description of the Transcultural Experience reads: Transcultural Experience courses are designed to provide students with strong interdisciplinary study of cultures beyond that of the United States.   Whatever the focus of any individual course section, it will be studied through approaches provided by more than one discipline of thought.  For example, a course on Latin American Culture and Civilization might approach its subject through art, music, and history; another might combine the disciplines of theology, history, and art in studying the lives of St. Francis and St. Robert Bellarmine, and the Italian culture that frames their work.

In general, experience courses:

· Are meant to be interdisciplinary and integrated

· Should address in some depth at least two subjects

· Should show how the two subjects are integrated (e.g., how they inform each other, how the one influences and helps shape or is influenced and shaped by the other)

· Aim at both breadth and depth – breadth by including more than one subject, depth by developing each subject to the level appropriate for the course (200 or 300 level)

Specifically for 200-level experience courses, the primary student objectives are twofold.   Namely, to show the interaction and integration of the subject areas, as appropriate to a 200-level course, and to build on, and further develop, the eight skill development objectives of Freshman Seminar.   In particular, the 200-level Experience course should build on reading, writing, and critical thinking skills by culminating in a written research paper.

Student objectives for the 300-level Experience course should build on the objectives of the 200-level Experience course, except that the appropriate depth of coverage should be at the 300 level.   In particular, the 300-level Experience course should build on the reading, writing, and critical thinking skills by culminating in a project – an original, critical analysis of a concept, theme, or topic that emerges from the course material.

As appropriate for the topic of an individual experience course, elements of the Catholic perspective on contemporary social issues should be included.  In both experience courses students should demonstrate an understanding of the developmental nature of the IDC sequence and where they currently stand in relationship to it.

IDC. 401 – Senior Seminar 

This course is the culminating experience in the University’s General Education program.    The topics studies each semester are determined by the Core director in conjunction with faculty who teach in the program. Students in their senior seminar course should demonstrate that they have mastered the skills set out at the beginning of their Freshman Seminar course and developed through that course and the two Experience courses.   In addition, as no contemporary social issue is in the domain of a single subject area, students in their Senior Seminar course must be able approach such issues in a multi- and interdisciplinary manner as exemplified by Goal 10 (Comprehensive Integration) of the General Education Requirements.   Students are also expected to bring the knowledge and skills gained in their major field of study and their other general education courses to the seminar as appropriate.

The Catalogue description for the course reads: The Senior Seminar is the capstone experience in the general education of a Bellarmine student.   It has as its primary focus the development of students’ abilities to examine contemporary issues in a comprehensive and integrated way within a Catholic perspective and a liberal arts and sciences context. Seniors from various disciplines come together in small groups with a faculty member to reflect on critical issues facing contemporary society, such as racism, economic and social justice, environmental concerns, national and international crises, and ethical issues arising from developments in science, medicine and technology.   Students are also expected to bring the knowledge and skills gained in their major fields of study and their other general education courses to the seminar, as appropriate. 
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