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	Writing Skills:

	Freshman
	At least  8 typed pages of formal writing, to include: 

1) at least one formal writing assignment of 4 or more pages; 

2) at least one thesis-based formal writing assignment; and
3) at least one formal writing assignment which uses varied, including at least one scholarly, sources with appropriate documentation.   

NOTE:  one assignment might accomplish all 3 goals.)

NOTE:  formal writing assignment include appropriate instructional time for submission of more than one draft.

At least 6 informal writing experiences.

Students will: 
1) practice separating emotional responses from rational/critical responses;  and
2) practice examining multiple sides of an argument or issue.



	Sophomore
	At least 15 typed pages of formal writing 

1) a research paper, 7-10 pages in length (excluding bib.)

2) several shorter formal pieces of writing

Faculty will encourage students to avoid PASSIVE voice and underscore the importance of 3rd person writing in college.  (Faculty agreed that one assignment prohibiting the use of the verb “to be” would be helpful.)

Keep working on THESIS-driven writing and writing that develops ideas in depth.  Keep addressing analytical writing, making sure students can differentiate reason from emotional responses. 

IDC. 200 faculty are encouraged to be intentional about assigning reading from the Longman Handbook to review tenets of college-level writing.  The online companion to this text is a wonderful in addressing grammar, spelling, and punctuation.
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	Writing Skills:

	Junior
	At least 15 typed pages of formal writing, broken into and/or combined into various assignments determined by instructor but which include:

1) writing which goes beyond reportage to argue a thesis using critical analysis;

2) demonstration of the appropriate use of and documentation of scholarly sources;

3) use of primary as well as secondary sources;

4) use of appropriate college- level diction;

5) avoidance of plagiarism, including failure to paraphrase and cite accurately; and

6) a writing component of a final project combining research and critical analysis.



	Senior
	At least 12-15 pages of formal writing

Students will demonstrate:
1) Critical Reflection;

2) Analysis of Information;

3) Evaluation; and

4) Acknowledgment of Sources
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	Reading Skills:

	Freshman
	Students will:

1)Communicate to the instructor and peers the content of assigned readings;

2) practice identifying major points and supporting evidence and distinguishing between the two;

3) practice understanding the impact of word choice and organizational structure on content; and

4) expand their vocabularies and become routine users of dictionaries.



	Sophomore
	Instructors noted that students regularly say, “I hate to read” and often do not complete reading.  Therefore, faculty are encouraged to devise methods of helping students develop stronger reading skills (annotating reading, having students answer the question “What does mean to me,” requiring students to use dictionaries, and having students respond to reading through journals and other creative responses. 

We want students to become aggressive readers. 

Students should be helped to develop stamina with reading through assignment of reading of some length for class periods.

Students should be held accountable for reading through quizzes and in-class responses.  Students should not be able to earn a strong grade in IDC. 200 without completing a serious amount of reading at the college level. 

	Junior
	Students will read academic and other texts successfully as illustrated by:

1) comprehension of texts, including ideas and vocabulary;

2) annotation of texts;

3) ability to use the material in discussion and writing;

4) ability to assess the material; 

5) ability to connect the text to other ideas and readings



	Senior
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	Speaking Skills and Seminar Skills:

	Freshman
	Students will participate in at least one formal oral presentation (individual or group) that makes use –at some stage – of Power Point.

Students will actively participate regularly in informal classroom discussion – not just listen well.)

Students will:

1) Practice contributing to class discussions in a substantive and respectful manner.

2) Experience facilitating or leading a class and/or class discussion.

3) Practice developing deep, open-ended questions, as opposed to emotional responses.

4) Practice active listening, realizing that all students must have the opportunity to participate in class.  Comments and questions will indicate how students have been listening, not just “waiting for a chance” to say something on their minds;

5) Practice separating emotional responses from rational/critical responses; and

6) Practice examining multiple sides of an argument or issue. 


	Sophomore
	Because the class size increases to 25 (from 15 in the Freshman Seminar), the amount of work done in terms of the development of oral skills decreases at this level.

Still, students are expected to be actively engaged in class discussion and will demonstrate: 

1) effective listening skills;

2) the ability to argue a point of view persuasively with reason;

3) correct grammar;

4) college-level vocabulary;

5) rhetorical sensitivity to issues of language (sexism, racism, and ethnocentrism);

6) the ability to respond in an accurate, informative manner when asked about assigned reading.

If instructors require each student to make an oral presentation, the above guidelines apply.

If instructors require students to make a group presentation, the above guidelines apply 
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	Speaking Skills and Seminar Skills:

	Junior
	Students will demonstrate a growing adeptness at public speaking through:

1) Participating in at least one formal oral presentation (individual  or group) which exhibits skills in selecting appropriate        material, organizing it well, delivering it clearly, and engaging and involving listeners

2) participating in at least one informal presentation;

3) presenting their final project (may be part of one of the preceding or in addition).



	Senior
	Each student will:

1) Lead a discussion and

2)  Make a presentation

Students will demonstrate:

1) Participation

2) Dialogue

3) Listening

4) Civil discourse and dialogue about controversial issues

5) Articulation of his/her views AND a rational defense for it

6) An ability to articulate and defend (rationally) opposing views

7) A sense of responsibility for the quality of discussion (a sense of accountability – which may also be assessed through journals, informal class writings, quizzes, reports, etc.)

An ability to pose helpful questions 
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	Small Group Skills:

	Freshman
	Students will:

1) practice the ability to divide and delegate a multi-part task into reasonably sized sub-tasks;

2) practice the ability of negotiation among group members; and 

3) practice group problem- solving or brainstorming on short-term tasks.


	Sophomore
	Students will demonstrate:

1) the ability to form an group – organizing each member to achieve a common goal and having each group member carry a fair burden of work.

2) The ability to conduct effective group discussion, with everyone involved, not just one or two individuals.

The ability to produce an interesting, informative, accurate group presentation


	Junior
	Students will be active, productive members of the class community by:

1)Contributing to full class discussions with thoughtful use of both the assignments and the student’s life experiences and prior academic experiences;

2) Asking questions which promulgate critical analysis;

3) Dealing respectfully and with engagement with each other’s ideas;

4) Working productively  in small groups, including effective brainstorm-ing, problem-solving, and task manage-ment;  

5) Reporting small group conclusions clearly to the class.



	Senior
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	Technology Skills:

	Freshman
	Students will demonstrate the ability to create an effective Power Point related to their presentation.

Students will complete the 4-module Plagiarism Tutorial.

Students will utilize online data bases for research.


	Sophomore
	Students will demonstrate the ability to utilize online data bases for research.

Students are required to utilize Turnitin during the research paper process.
Faculty are encouraged to use Black-

Board.


	Junior
	Students will use online data bases for research.

Students will, when necessary, assess non-

Academic web sources critically



	Senior
	The use of technology to enhance a presentation is encouraged, but not a particular emphasis of the Senior Seminar.

Seniors should be encouraged to utilize online journals for research.
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	Research Skills and Information Literacy:

	Freshman
	Longman Handbook

(As of 2006-07 the text includes an introductory essay outlining goals of the IDC. program and the 101 course in particular.) 
Students will complete at least 1 formal paper (4 pages or longer) involving research and the correct use and documentation of sources (using the style chosen by the professor).

In this course students will        1) encounter and use library data bases; 

2) begin learning how to evaluate sources found in these databases; 

3) begin learning how to evaluate information found on the web;

4) use a source developed through independent research to support a thesis/argument; and 

5)  practice using basic technology skills, such as sending emails with attachments.  

Students will complete the 4-module Plagiarism tutorial.


	Sophomore
	Longman Handbook
Research paper 7-10 pages in length. 

All faculty will:

1) have one of the research librarians visit the class to work with the IDC. 200 students in completing the research paper.

2) Distribute an evaluation rubric for the paper when the paper is discussed, so that students are clearer on what is expected of them.

3) Have students submit a working bibliography that indicates he or she has consulted with one of the research librarians in the process of research.  The librarian must sign and date this bibliography.

4) Require a minimum of SIX scholarly resources for the paper.

5) Forbid the use of Wikkipedia.  

6) Utilize nit IV in the Longman text when working on this research paper in class.

7) Review the basics of APA and MLA styles, drawing students’ attention to these styles in the Longman text.  Students should also be reminded that while search engines often format entries, users should double-check the entries for errors.

8) Review the definition of Plagiarism and the school’s Academic Honesty policy.

9)  Require students to utilize Turnitin as a tool prior to submitting the final draft of the paper. 


	IDC Program Minimal Skills Contacts Grid

	Research Skills and Information Literacy:

	Junior
	Longman Handbook
Research paper of substance 


	Senior
	Within 1 year, students in Senior Seminar will have Longman text as a reference.

Every senior seminar should include:

1) Gathering a broad spectrum of facts and information as a context for critical thinking

2) Significant readings of diverse interpretations of facts and information

3) Critical analysis

4) Critical Reflection.
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	Catholic Perspective on Social Issues:

	Freshman
Sophomore

And

Junior
	NOTE:  (The discussion among Senior Seminar instructors in May 2006 generated the opinion that this skill/virtue should be addressed in other levels of the Core, including freshman seminar.).



	Senior
	Every senior seminar will:

Attend in some significant way to a Catholic perspective on social issues or Catholic Social Teaching (CST), e.g. read and discuss an overview of CST from the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, use the Bishops’ Faithful Citizenship document or other relevant document, invite in guest lecturers, and/or utilize a reading from  Merton or another Catholic theologian.

Logically this seems to belong early in the seminar
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	Reflection Skills:

	All Levels


	At each level, students are assisted in distinguishing between product and process and asked to critically assess their own processes and products with regard to the skills required at each level. 



Assessment:  We have – for five years – had a comprehensive assessment questionnaire 

in place for seniors.  In 2004-05 we added a type of faculty portfolio/assessment of writing skills at the freshman level and in 2005-06 year we expanded this portfolio to address other skills (reading, research, speaking) and also asked IDC. 200 instructors to engage in this process, as well.  We also gathered papers from both freshman and sophomore classes to use as part of our assessment strategies.

