IDC 101: The American Family in Literature, Film, and Society

Consider the texts that we have discussed in this class: what have you discovered about the American family historically or as it has been represented and defined in literature, film and society? How does it conflict with or affirm your own experience as part of an American family?  Develop a question that considers a common theme or topic in at least several of texts, such as: How are working mothers portrayed? How are single parents portrayed? How is “class” variously represented in several texts?  How “good” are the children?  How do stereotypes about boys or girls persist in these families? Develop a thesis statement and discussion that synthesizes your discoveries. 
A successful paper will: 

· Have an effective introduction that presents a specific focus on the American family as the subject for discussion

· Have an effective thesis that reflects your answer to the inquiry question
· Use effective paragraphs and examples using a minimum of three brief quotations – or visual references from our class texts and references to a minimum of two “outside” sources (discussed in class) to develop your points. There should be a minimum of five different sources listed on your Works Cited page.
· Effectively synthesize and integrate material from various sources in the service of a summary position

· Correctly use MLA documentation 

· Be relatively error-free (more than two errors per page will impact your grade) and maintain an appropriately professional tone
· Consider audience expectations in the use of examples and explanation, i.e. we have all read the class books, however the way you position your examples and discussion as support for your theme will need sufficient context. “Outside” sources will need fuller explanation.
· Have an effective conclusion that brings the discussion “full circle” 

· Be effectively titled

· Be about 1200-1500 words long
Due Date: May 6, 2009

Points: 100 

A note about word count/page numbers: a full, double-spaced, Times New Roman, 12-pt font page will run about 340 words. Ten pages will be around 3000 words (first page spaced down).  An APA paper with a lot of spacing for headings will take up more pages to reach 3000 words.
A note about “outside” sources: acceptability of sources as “credible” should be determined by the instructor as well as the level of the course; discussion of and expectations for using primary and/or secondary sources  is course-specific.
IDC 201: (American focus…)
We have considered many positions in the fierce debates surrounding issues of “family values,” and the American family, including gay marriage; international adoption; the individual rights of parents, children, and partners within a family; the role of parents in their children’s education. Consider a contested issue and ask a pertinent question about to whom or how should the rights of family be extended, such as:  Should gays be allowed to marry? Do adopted children have a right to know their birth parents? Should children be able to sue their parents?  Should parents be able to censor their children’s public education? Do stepparents have the same rights at all biologically related family members?
A successful paper will: 

· Have an effective introduction that presents the context  for the debate 
· Have an effective thesis that asserts your position in response to the contested question
· Use effective paragraphs and examples taken from multiple perspectives to develop your points; you should use at least two references from our class texts and at least five different references from outside sources (explained in class). There should be a minimum of seven different sources listed on the Works Cited page

· Reflect the complexity of the issue in the critical discussion by examining multiple and conflicting perspectives

· Correctly uses MLA documentation 

· Be relatively error-free (more than two errors per page will impact your grade)

· Maintain a consistent and appropriate academic style in regard to syntax and diction
· Consider audience expectations, particularly conflicting expectations, in the use of examples and explanation 

· Have an effective conclusion that brings the discussion “full circle” by considering the implications for civic discourse
· Be effectively titled

· Be about 2500-3000 words long

Due: May 6, 2009

Points: 125 

IDC 301 (global focus)
While there are aspects of familial relationships that transcend culture, we have discovered in our reading and discussion that notions about family responsibilities, roles, and even the definitions of family itself vary widely across culture. Consider some dimension of the family “bond” that intrigues you – such as birth order, the role of religion, the role of husbands and fathers/mothers and wives, traditions for rites of passage, cultural support for “alternative” family constructions --  and propose a question for research that considers either a single topic across cultures, or a more general discussion of family in one culture.  Examples of good research questions might include: What are the rites of passage ceremonies for girls in traditionally Islamic cultures?  How is fatherhood defined in Latin American cultures?  How is gay marriage recognized and regarded in western European cultures?
A successful paper will: 

· Have an effective introduction that introduces the particular cultural context and topic
· Have an effective thesis that reflects your insight about cultural difference and the family
· Use effective paragraphs and examples taken from multiple perspectives to develop your points; you should use at least two references from our class texts and at least five different references from outside sources (explained in class). There should be a minimum of seven different sources listed on the Works Cited page
· Reflect the historical and contemporary complexity of the topic  and is sensitive to cultural difference
· Correctly use MLA documentation 

· Be relatively error-free (more than one error per page will impact your grade)

· Maintain a consistent and appropriate academic style in regard to syntax and diction, particularly in regard to using culturally appropriate and sensitive language

· Consider audience expectations in the use of examples and explanation 
· Have an effective conclusion that brings the discussion “full circle” and contextualizes the particular cultural focus in a global context
· Be effectively titled

· Be about 2500-3000 words long

Due: May 6, 2009

Points: 125 

IDC 401: (CST)
Identify a specific problem that an American family might face in our culture – from lack of access to survival basics like food, shelter, and health care --  to questions of discrimination or the transmission of native culture in minority populations or the care of elders and extended family.  Ask a necessary question about the issue, such as: should the federal government provide greater support for family-based entitlements?  How can we help families preserve native traditions?   Research the scope and complexity of the problem in America and propose a response that considers principles of Catholic Social Teaching.
A successful paper will: 

· Have an effective introduction that presents your specific focus on the American family as the subject for discussion

· Have an effective thesis that asserts a solution-based answer to the research question

· Use effective paragraphs and examples to develop your points; you should use at least three references from our class texts and at least five different references from outside sources (explained in class). There should be a minimum of  eight different sources listed on the Works Cited page

· Reflect a critical dialogue about the topic that considers both historical and contemporary perspectives 
· Correctly use MLA documentation 

· Be relatively error-free (more than one error per page will impact your grade)
· Maintain a consistent and appropriate academic style in regard to syntax and diction; exhibits a fluid and authoritative voice in the writing
· Consider audience expectations in the use of examples and explanations 

· Have an effective conclusion that brings the discussion “full circle” and looks toward continued conversation 

· Be effectively titled

· Be about 3500-4000 words long
Due Date: May 6, 2009

Points: 150

